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History Theatre’s 2015-2016 Season 
features 3 world premieres about Minnesota  
icons, communities, and unsung heroes –  
and brings back audience favorites! 
 
SAINT PAUL, MN – History Theatre’s 2015-2016 season will include three world premieres beginning Jeffrey 
Hatcher’s new play that uncovers one of the most intriguing murder mysteries at the great Glensheen 
Mansion on Lake Superior in Duluth.   
 
The season will take audiences on a journey into the hearts and minds of national icons, trailblazers. We will 
begin on October 3 with the world premiere of Glensheen, a new musical written by Jeffrey Hatcher with 
music by Chan Poling. The play tackles the tale of that fateful night of murder with wicked dialogue and 
incredibly moving songs. Then the holidays will bring the toe-tapping, hand-clapping, dancing-in-the-aisles 
fun of Buddy – The Buddy Holly Story November 21. Part biography, part rock ‘n’ roll concert, we’re excited 
to bring this one back this audience favorite featuring Nicholas Freeman as Buddy Holly.  
 
The 2016 half of the season will kick off with the annual RAW STAGES New Works Festival in January (dates 
and titles will be announced in July). February 6 will see the world premiere of George Bonga: Black 
Voyageur. Carlyle Brown has crafted a suspenseful drama about race, power and justice and will team up 
with fellow nationally-acclaimed Penumbra Theatre company members  -- director Marion McClinton and 
actor James A. Williams – to bring this story to life.  In  March, History Theatre favorite Watermelon Hill 
(opens March 19) by local playwright Lily B aber Coyle, based on “Shadow Mothers” by Linda Back McKay. 
This smart, surprisingly funny play about the lives of three courageous women and a home for pregnant, 
unwed girls that they will never forget.  
 
The final show of the season is a new musical about the 1980s Minneapolis music scene. Written by Alan 
Berks and directed by Dominic Taylor, Complicated Fun: The Minneapolis Music Scene, (opens April 30) 
captures the passionate recklessness and amusing awkwardness of the legendary ‘80s scene – set to a 
soundtrack of The Replacements, The Suicide Commandos, Husker Du, The Suburbs and many more. 
 
Performances are generally scheduled for Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays, at 7:30 p.m., Sundays and 
select Saturdays at 2:00 p.m., and most Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. (All titles and performance times are subject 
to change.) Season passes for the 2015-2016 season are on sale June 1. Single tickets for all performances 
will go on sale to the general public July 15, 2015. Discounts on single tickets and season passes are available 
for Seniors (age 60+) and Young Adults (19-30 years). Student tickets (18 years and under) are always $15 for 
all performances. Additional discounts for all performances are available for groups of 12 or more. More 
information is available by calling the History Theatre box office at 651-292-4323 or going online to 
www.historytheatre.com. 

 
(cont.)

 

 

 

 

 



 

For immediate release: CONTACT: In-Fin Tuan 

May 21, 2015 desk: 651.292.4323 x 106 

 pr@historytheatre.com 
 

History Theatre’s 2015-2016 Season: 
 

October 3-25, 2015 

Glensheen 
A world premiere by Jeffrey Hatcher 
Music by Chan Poling 
1977. An heiress, kind and generous, found dead in her bed. Her night nurse, laying lifeless on the staircase. A 
robbery? A clumsy break-in? A conspiracy? A scandal! The Congdon family tragedy splashed across the headlines of 
every newspaper in Minnesota. But what really happened on that fateful night at the Glensheen Mansion? 
Whodunit? Hatcher and Poling have concocted a dark musical in the vein of Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd that tackles 
this tale with wicked dialogue and incredibly moving songs. 

Jen Maren will star with Wendy Lehr, Gary Briggle, Dane Stauffer and Ruthie Baker.  
 

October 27-November 6, 2015 

Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried 
Adapted for stage by Jim Stowell  
Based on the quintessential book about the Vietnam experience, Pearce Bunting (Radio Man) plays Tim O’Brien, 
whose personal journey took him from Macalester College to the jungles of Vietnam and back. The Things They 
Carried is a powerful, clever, and provocative story of loss and redemption. 
 

November 21-December 20, 2015 

Buddy: The Buddy Holly Story 
Written by Alan Janes Original London production directed by Rob Bettinson 
 1959. Buddy Holly & The Crickets are the hottest thing goin’ in Rock ‘n Roll! After a meteoric rise to the top, Buddy 
and the Crickets part ways. A beautiful romance and marriage is in cards for Buddy, and yet, with royalties tied up by 
a producer, Buddy takes off on tour with entertainer J. P. Richardson, “The Big Bopper” (Chantilly Lace), 19-year old 
sensation Ritchie Valens (La Bamba), Waylen Jennings, Dion, and a new band for a Midwestern bus and truck tour 
called “The Winter Dance Party!” This legendary musical returns to the stage once again starring Nicholas Freeman as 
Buddy and Andrea San Miguel as Maria Elena! We guarantee that you’ll be on your feet dancin’ and screamin’ for 
more from Buddy and the gang! 

Jen Maren will star with Wendy Lehr, Gary Briggle, Dane Stauffer and Ruthie Baker.
February 6 – 28, 2016 

George Bonga: Black Voyageur 
A world premiere by Carlyle Brown 
Directed by Marion McClinton 
1837. Trekking for six days and six nights in a blistering cold Minnesota winter, legendary Boundary Waters voyageur 
George Bonga is tasked with tracking down a fugitive Ojibwe warrior accused of murdering a white man. A 
multilingual man of mixed blood, Bonga lived on the boundaries of Black, White, and Ojibwe. Is Bonga really tracking 
down a murderer, or is he chasing his own demons? Carlyle Brown has crafted a suspenseful drama about race, 
power and justice and will team up with fellow nationally-acclaimed Penumbra Theatre company members - director 
Marion McClinton and actor James A. Williams - to bring the story to life. 
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History Theatre’s 2015-2015 Season (continued): 
 

March 19 – April 10, 2016 

Watermelon Hill 
by Lily Baber Coyle 
Based on “Shadow Mothers” by Linda Back McKay 
1965. Imagine yourself as a teenage girl - pregnant and unwed. After a painful confession to your mother, you are 
sent away to the Catholic Infant Home on Cathedral Hill in St. Paul to deliver your baby and give it up for adoption. 
Shamed by their families, shunned by their communities, the pregnant teens would endure taunts from the 
neighborhood boys - “Hey, look what rolled down off of Watermelon Hill!” Coyle has written a smart, surprisingly 
funny, and heartbreaking play about the lives of three courageous women... and a home they’ll never forget. 

History Theatre Artistic Associate Anya Kremenetsky will make her History Theatre directing debut.  
Reprise of our 2001 hit play. Emily Gunyou Halaas, Sally Wingert will star. 
 
April 30-May 29 2016 

Complicated Fun: The Minneapolis Music Scene 
A world premiere musical  by Alan Berks 
Directed by Dominic Taylor 
1984. Ronald Reagan, rubics cubes, hair bands, and the underground music scene of Minneapolis. Tag along with two 
young misfits who discover themselves in the musical madness pouring out of First Avenue. Everybody’s dressin’ 
funny in this mixtape love letter to the counter-culture sounds that made the city famous around the world. Aptly 
named after a song by local punk pioneers, Complicated Fun captures the passionate recklessness and amusing 
awkwardness of the legendary ‘80s scene - set to a soundtrack of The Replacements, The Suicide Commandos, Husker 
Du, The Suburbs, and many more. Alan Berks spins out a hot new musical about a cold Midwestern metropolis which 
gave birth to so many geniuses of punk and funk! 

 
 

 
January 2016 

RAW STAGES: New Works Festival 
Titles, playwrights, and directors will be announced and posted online after July 1, 2015. 

The RAW STAGES Festival will consist of four readings of scripts-in-progress featuring professional actors and 
directors. The readings will be performed at the 3M Auditorium in the Minnesota History Center. 

 

 
 

(Please note that dates are subject to change.) 



 

Telling the stories of Minnesota, the Midwest and 
the American Experience for 35+ years 

 

THE COMPANY 
History Theatre entertains, educates, and inspires through creating, developing, and producing new 
and existing works that explore Minnesota’s past and the diverse American experience. Its work 
provides a unique lens which links our past to the present, explores our common heritage, and 
illuminates our understanding of what it means to be American. History Theatre is a three-time IVEY 
Award-winning theater, and is recognized nationally as a leader in producing historical work. 
 

THE ARTISTIC WORK 
Each year History Theatre produces a season filled with excellent plays and musicals while developing 
new scripts through workshops and staged readings. Since 1978, the company has staged 116 world 
premieres, working with nationally recognized playwrights such as Jeffrey Hatcher, Kevin Kling, Eric 
Simonson, Craig Wright, Frank McCourt, Doris Baizley, Melanie Marnich, Kim Hines, John Olive, and 
Kira Obolensky. From a charming look at the innocence of youth in Coco’s Diary to an urban musical 
celebration of the Twin Cities in Snapshots: Life in the City, and from the music of the iconic Judy 
Garland in Beyond the Rainbow to the an exploration of one of the most pivotal years in modern 

history in 1968: The Year That Rocked the World, History Theatre moves audiences to 
rediscover, reexamine, and respect every piece of their history. 
 

For more about History Theatre, 
visit www.HistoryTheatre.com/about 
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ACCESSIBLITY: History Theatre is equipped with an FM hearing enhancement system. Large-print and 
braille playbills are available at the box office. We offer ASL interpreted and Audio Described 
performances. We have complimentary wheelchairs for those patrons who need extra assistance into 
the building. The handicap-accessible entrance is on Cedar St. Just inside the entrance is an elevator 
that will take patrons to the theatre level. 
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