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Land Acknowlegment

History Theatre sits on the ancestral, traditional and 
contemporary land of the Dakota people, for whom the 
land holds historical, spiritual, and political significance. 
We recognize and honor the Dakota people, ancestors, 
and descendants, as well as the land itself, and all the 
sovereign Native nations in Minnesota and beyond. We 
recognize that this acknowledgement itself is not enough, 
and only serves as a first step towards decolonization.
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F R O M  T H E  A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O R

The Journey: From Idea to the Stage
Several years ago, Robin Hickman-Winfield and I talked about creating a play 
about her Uncle Gordon. We had initially commissioned a playwright to tell his 
story, but after about a year, it became clear that this wasn’t a perfect match.

We were both heartbroken.

Then, a few months later, while watching the final preview of History 
Theatre’s production of A CRACK IN THE SKY by Harrison David Rivers (I was 
very impressed with his work), I stopped him at intermission and asked him 
if he would be interested in writing about Gordon Parks. Harrison leaped at 
the opportunity! The next day, I sat down with Robin and Harrison and the 
passion and love for this story just poured out between the two of them.

We had a match!!!

Harrison decided to focus on Gordon’s journey to become an artist: his 
early days in St. Paul and Robin’s passion for Gordon’s book “A CHOICE OF 
WEAPONS,” would play a major role in this show.  Harrison went to work and 
created a very special narrative around those early days, and the powerful 
influence that his family and music had on his life and career path.

Thank you for joining us tonight and THANK YOU to our director Talvin Wilks 
and this company of designers and actors who will bring this story to life.

Ron Peluso
P.S. Your comments, questions, and feedback are always welcome!



TIME/PLACE   
1928-1938 Fort Scott, Kansas & St. Paul, Minnesota

THERE WILL BE ONE 15-MINUTE INTERMISSION 

CAST

Parks ......................................................................................................... Kevin Brown, Jr.*
Pigeon Man ...........................................................................................James A. Williams*
Ensemble  .......................................................................  Pearce Bunting*, Darius Dotch*, 
........................................................................................ Ivory Doublette*, Darrick Mosley*
............................................................................................... Monica E Scott*, Mikell Sapp*
Music Director/Pianist ................................................................................ Darnell Davis
Understudies ......................................................................Rex Isom Jr, Ian McCarthy, 
............................................................................................................ Randy Schmeling*

Written by 

Harrison David Rivers
in collaboration with
Robin P. Hickman-Winfield

Directed by Talvin Wilks‡

* denotes a Member of Actors’ Equity Association
‡ denotes a Member of the Stage Directors and 
    Choreographers Society, Inc.
• denotes a Member of American Federation of Musicians 
    Local #3073

BY HARRISON DAVID RIVERS
in collaboration with Robin P. Hickman-Winfield

Directed by Talvin Wilks

 March 19-April 10, 2022

30 E 10th Street |  Saint Paul, MN 55101
Historytheatre.com

historytheatre.com

COMING SOON!
May 7-29
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ARTISTIC/PRODUCTION TEAM
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Playwright .........................................................................Harrison David Rivers
Consultant .........................................................................Robin P. Hickman-Winfield
Music Director ...................................................................Darnell Davis
Scenic Designer  ...............................................................Seitu Jones
Video Designer ..................................................................Kathy Maxwell
Lighting Designer .............................................................Merritt Rodriguez
Sound Designer  ...............................................................Dameun Strange
Costume Designer  ...........................................................Sarah Bahr
Props Designer .................................................................Abbee Warmboe
Choreographer .................................................................Leslie Parker
Special Photographer .....................................................Antonio Richardson
Artistic Director ................................................................Ron Peluso*‡

Technical Director  ...........................................................Gunther Gullickson
Costume Manager  ...........................................................Becca Michelle
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‡ denotes a Member of the Stage Directors and 
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    Local #3073
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F R O M  T H E  P L A Y W R I G H T 

The story of an artist becoming

My grandmother introduced me to Mr. Parks.

I remember she said, “The two of you have a lot in common. You’re both 
artists, both Kansans and both Black.” We were flipping through a book of his 
photographs, gorgeous images of Black life. “Gordon Parks made a difference 
with his art,” she said. And then she’d smiled before adding, “And you will, too.”
 
He has been an inspiration to me ever since.
 
It has been an honor to work alongside History Theatre, alongside Ron and 
Laurie, and especially alongside Robin to tell this story – Mr. Parks’ story. The 
story of an artist becoming.  The story of an artist realizing the power of his 
gift and choosing to use that power for good.
 
To expose truth and combat violence and injustice.
And to celebrate the beauty that is all around us - even in the darkest of times.
 
Mr, Parks picked up a camera instead of a gun.
It is my hope that we, artists or not, will all follow his example.
 
Harrison David Rivers 

SPECIAL THANKS
Toree Alexandre, John Archie, Travante S. Baker, Ricardo Beaird, Terry Bellamy, Antonio 
Duke, AJ Friday, Steven Sean Garland, Darlene Hope, Dylan T. Jackson, Jamil Jude, Gavin 
Lawrence, Dwight Leslie, Bruce Linser, G. Michael McKitt, JuCoby Johnson, C. Michael 
Menge, Marcella Michelle, AnaSofía Villanueva, Lamont Walker II, Kevin West.
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F R O M  T H E  C O L L A B O R A T O R

Managing Director Karen Mueller recently interviewed Robin Hickman-Winfield about 
her “Uncle Gordon,” the groundbreaking photographer, writer, composer, activist and 
filmmaker Gordon Parks.

Can you share one or two memories about your Uncle Gordon? 
When I was a child, Uncle Gordon would come and visit my grandmother at 
his sister Lilian’s house. I have photographs of him and my grandmother and 
a photo of me holding his book. My mother took a photo of me as a baby 
holding The Learning Tree. He was my role model. I decided at a young age I 
wanted to do what he did. He was my uncle, he was my mentor, we became 
very close friends and confidants. 
For his 90th birthday I gifted him that photo of me as a baby holding The 
Learning Tree. I put an inscription in a card, “Here I am Uncle Gordon at 6 
months being a prodigy.” He said, “I know that’s right baby.” 
My last memory with him was in New York just before he died. He teared up 
and asked, what was going to happen to black boys. Today, I’d say, “Oh my 
goodness, in spite of all that’s going on, Uncle Gordon, my young men and 
women are going to be a part of a play process where they can bear witness 
to the vision of possibilities, watching music directors, designers, musicians, 
actors. They will find hope. The scholars at your school will have their vision 
on display at the theater. Your life has not been in vain. I am your promise 
keeper, and I have joined with other promise keepers.” 
It’s important what we are doing especially at a time when there’s an effort to 
remove history from schools. Renown scholar and author Dr. John Henrique 
Clarke said, “Young black men and women need to see they were great in the 
past and know that they will be great in the future. Engaging them in learning 
Uncle Gordon’s legacy and walking with them in his footsteps, inspires them 
to stand in their present greatness.
I needed a visionary artist who was going to understand my commitment to 
keeping a promise to my uncle as it relates to the transformative power of 
my uncle’s work, as he connects to the lives of people, and what’s going to 
happen to the lives of black boys, and that matters to Harrison.
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Share some significant moments working with Harrison.
He (Gordon Parks) summoned me to come out to New York. He placed in front 
of me his photos, he said, “Baby here we are, we are the same blood.” He gave 
me all the instructions, no body can “out-Parks” me. I felt fortified. 
My commitment to his legacy and my keeping a promise, this play is a part of 
that promise, a part of that legacy work. Being sure I connect with people who 
understand, why would Gordon Parks ask what’s going to happen to black 
boys? People who understand Gordon Parks worrying about the destiny of 
black boys. Why would that even matter to him? 

To me, Harrison is an amazing visionary artist who came from Kansas, who 
grew up revering artists and the importance of Gordon Parks. This is a divine 
connection. He understands that I could bring and contribute something to 
HIS work and HIS vision because he respects my work and vision. I would say 
the same of Ron, and about Talvin. That’s why I believe we’re going to have 
something very powerful. 

If you were to answer your uncle’s question “what’s going to
happen to black boys…what would you say?
This play is so relevant. I’m excited for my scholars. The week before, these 
boys are talking about how there’s no hope because “we’re killing each other.” 
This is the hope they draw from so they can come out of it. They deserve an 
audience too. 
When I saw the rehearsal, knowing the impact its going to have on my babies 
and people who don’t look like my babies. Oh my gosh. 

If you had to say in three words what would the impact be?
Hope, healing, and vision. For everyone. Everyone beyond the young black 
men he was concerned about, we all need a new vision about the possibilities 
for humanity. 

Robin P. Hickman-Winfield

SPECIAL THANKS
My Play list: Parks Family Ancestors, David Parks, Steven Winfield, Michael Newman, 
Kha’laun Phillips, Mario Sprouse. 
Parks Legacy Scholar’s Exhibit: Jamie Tomlin, Antonio Richardson, Anura Si-Asar, 
Catherine Squires, Gordon Parks High School
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F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R 

Capturing the life of Gordon Parks in any capacity is an 
impossibility. 
Even Parks himself had to write three autobiographies to even attempt the 
task. As an archivist of his own life, he has left us with numerous reflections, 
contemplations, historical witnessings and brilliant reckonings. His artistry 
is a record of what is possible in this country, even in the wake of devasting 
challenges of poverty, violence, and gross prejudice. As Parks says, the young 
Gordon could have gone either way, a life of crime and living on the edge, or a 
life of the artist. I do not think that he would have ever not been an artist. As one 
learns more and more about his journey, you discover that even in the greatest 
moments of despair, his talent and polymathic ability, despite not finishing high 
school, creep into every moment and provide an important lifeline whether it’s 
playing piano in a brothel or captivating a band leader while playing an original 
song on his break as a busboy. As a young man, Parks willed himself to be a 
photographer, inexperienced but inspired, he purchases his first camera and his 
first roll of film reveals the brilliance. 

I stop here because the story we tell stops here. Our tale is about the becoming of 
a young artist, not the life of an artist. It is an imagined journey, part fever dream, 
part reflection, part memory. Not the whole story, but an inspired musing of 
the story. Harrison David Rivers has chosen the ascendancy journey before the 
ascent, the story of a young man to find truth and purpose in his struggles, at 
times homeless and starving but always striving to survive, he sees the beauty in 
everyday life and a simple magazine of photographs opens a window to a world, 
a lifeline. It’s cliché to say that out of adversity comes possibility, but the realm 
of Black genius seems to uphold this truth, Baldwin, Hurston, Parks, [fill in the 
blank…], they create to save their lives. Art is the choice of weapon. And as Momma 
Parks says, “you always have a choice,” and Momma Parks ain’t never lied…
Talvin Wilks

SPECIAL THANKS
Kiku Loomis, Sonia Kuftinec, Robin Hickman, Mario Sprouse, Antonio Richardson, Millie 
Reid-Rivera, Matt Lefebvre, the University of Minnesota Theatre Arts and Dance Department, 
my students in TH5182 Contemporary Black Drama and Dramaturgies, Kate Buis, all of 
my collaborators and those who supported me with great patience and love.
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F R O M  T H E  M A N A G I N G  D I R E C T O R

Your support allows History Theatre to entertain, 
educate and engage.
Welcome to this performance of PARKS. It is a privilege to bring Harrison David 
River’s story about the incredibly talented Gordon Parks to History Theatre.  

This play, along with a wonderful exhibit produced at The Minnesota Museum 
of Art (The M) in 2020, are shining a spotlight on the accomplishments of famed 
Life Magazine photographer, ground-breaking filmmaker (SHAFT), musician 
and author (The Learning Tree, A Choice of Weapons). I had the personal honor 
of meeting the very gracious Mr. Parks over 30 years ago.  It was my job to drive 
him around St. Paul ….it was a truly memorable trip around our favorite town.

Today’s production hopes to offer audiences insight into what shaped this 
young man who chose the lasting power of the photograph and the written 
word to survive.  And in collaboration with Robin Hickman-Winfield, grandniece 
of Gordon Parks and her company Soul Touch Productions, we are excited to 
exhibit the works of young black men and women who have also picked up a 
camera and pen as PARKS scholars at Gordon Parks High School in Saint Paul.  
Their images and prose can be seen in our front lobby.   

Your ongoing support of History Theatre allows us to “entertain, educate and 
engage.” This project truly fulfills our mission! Thank you for being a part of the 
History Theatre community. 

Karen Mueller

To make a donation, visit 
www.HistoryTheatre.com/donate
or call the Box Office at 651-292-4323.

SUPPORT HISTORY THEATRE
THANK YOU! 

Thank You!

Thank you for your support!

http://www.HistoryTheatre.com/donate
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(above) Gordon Parks teenage years, late 1920s. Unknown photographer.  (right) Gordon Parks‘ mother, Sarah, died  in 1928 in Fort Scott, Kansas 
after a long illness. She was his “most influential confidante, role model, mentor, and advocate,“ and her death affected him enormously. James 
Vivien Dabbs Studio, Sara Parks, Fort Scott, Kansas, ca. 1890. The Gordon Parks Foundation.

Gordon Parks Timeline
1912  
Gordon Roger Alexander 
Buchanan Parks, youngest of 
15 children, is born to Sarah & 
Andrew Jackson Parks on Nov. 30 
in Fort Scott, KS. He was stillborn 
and was revived by Dr. Gordon.
1919 
Sarah Parks buys a piano on 
payments.  Gordon teaches 
himself to play.
1928 
Sarah Parks dies on May 9; 
Gordon was 16. He is sent to Mpls. 
to live with his sister, Maggie Lee 
and her husband.
His brother-in-law kicks him out of 
the house days before Christmas.  
He begins to ride the streetcars 
between Mpls and St. Paul to 
“pass time and keep warm”.  The 
owner of a pool hall in St. Paul he 
frequented for warmth offers him a 
jo playing piano in a brothel. 
1929 
Gordon’s father, brother Jack, 
and three older sisters, Lillian, 
Gladys and Cora, move to St. Paul. 
Gordon lives at a rooming house 
and takes a job at the Minnesota 
Club as a bellboy. 
Gordon meets future wife, Sally 
Alvis.  Gordon enrolls at Central 
High School to complete his 
education. When the market 
crashes that fall, he loses his job 
and has to quit school.

1930 
Gordon lives with his sister, Cora, 
goes back to high school.
1931 
Collapses while playing basketball 
and ends up in bed for many months. 
He quits high school for good.
As a busboy at the St. Paul Hotel 
and Hotel Lowry, Gordon began 
to meet people who played in big 
bands. His first composition “No 
Love” is played by the orchestra 
and broadcast on the radio.
1933    
Goes to New York with a band 
but when he arrives the band 
has dissolved. Joined the 
Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) planting trees and clearing 
campgrounds with the Federal 
Youth Employment Agency.
Returned to St. Paul to marry 
Sally Alvis.
1935
While in Minnesota worked as a 
dining car waiter and porter on 
the Northern Pacific Railroad’s 
Chicago to Seattle run.
Son, Gordon Parks, Jr. born.
1937   
Buys his first camera, a 
Voigtländer Brilliant, for $12.50 
at a pawnshop. Of that purchase, 
he once said, “I bought what was 
to become my weapon against 
poverty and racism.”
Parks still living in Minneapolis, 

gets his film developed at an 
Eastman Kodak shop where he 
impresses the shopkeeper. As a 
result, they let him show his work 
on 5th Street in Minneapolis. 
1939   
Photographs for the St Paul 
Spokesman-Recorder and the St 
Paul YWCA.
1940  
Hired by Mrs. Frank Murphy at 
Frank Murphy’s women’s clothing 
store in St. Paul to take fashion 
photographs.
Daughter, Toni Parks, was born.
1941 
At the urging of boxer Joe Louis’s 
wife, he moved to Chicago. He 
began to chronicle Chicago’s 
South Side black ghetto and an 
exhibition of those photographs 
won him a Julius Rosenwald 
Fellowship for Photography. He 
chose to work with the Farm 
Security Administration (FSA) 
Department in Washington D.C. 
1942 
Farm Security Administration 
photographer, Washington, D.C.
1943 
Correspondent for the Office of 
War Information. Covered the 
332nd Fighter Group of all-black 
pilots.
1944  
Son, David Parks, born.
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1944-49   
Moved back to Harlem. Worked for 
Vogue doing freelance fashion.
1945  
Hired by Standard Oil of New Jersey 
for the “Standard Oil Photography 
Project,” taking pictures of small 
towns and industrial centers.
1947  
First book, Flash Photography.  The 
book explains how to use a flash 
camera.
1948  
Book: Camera Portraits: Techniques 
and Principles of Documentary 
Portraiture.   Book shows examples 
of how to achieve portraits of 
documentary quality and real 
distinction.
Hired by LIFE, Gordon was the first 
black photojournalist to work for the 
magazine. He was on staff until 1968, 
and a contributor until 1972.
1951  
Completes two years in Paris bureau 
of Life magazine.
1954 
Worked as a consultant on various 
Hollywood productions & later 
directed a series of documentaries 
commissioned by National 
Educational Television on black 
ghetto life.
1955  
Composed first “Concerto for Piano 
and Orchestra.”
1956  
Piano Concerto performed in Venice.

1957  
Gordon & wife Sally decide to 
divorce.
1959  
Tours with Duke Ellington’s band.
1960   
Photographer of the Year Award 
from The American Society of 
Magazine Photos.
1962  
Married Elizabeth Campbell Rollins 
(divorced 1973)
1963  
The Learning Tree published.  A semi-
autobiographical book on growing 
up black in America.
1964  
Film: Flavio.  A day in the life of a 
12-year-old Brazilian boy, one of 
a family of 10 living on a squalid, 
impoverished hillside across the bay 
from Rio de Janeiro who Gordon 
had brought to the world’s attention 
through LIFE.
1966   
Book: A Choice of Weapons. Tells the 
story of the obstacles he faced as 
a young adult and how he resisted 
taking up knives, guns and other 
weapons. Instead, he aimed a 
camera at America and captured 
the beauty and pain of a nation 
struggling with racial and economic 
injustices.
Received “Notable Book Award” 
from the American Library 
Association.
1967 
Composed “Tree Symphony”
Daughter, Leslie Parks, born.

1968 
The Learning Tree movie written, 
directed and composed by Parks. 
Gordon was the first black to direct 
and produce a film for a major 
Hollywood studio.
Film: Diary of a Harlem Family. 
Received Emmy Award.  Civil unrest 
in the inner city.  Short film.
Film: The World of Pirie Thomas 
(documentary).
Book: Gordon Parks, A Poet and His 
Camera. A collection of poems and 
photography.
1969   
Film: The Learning Tree, opens in New 
York.  It depicts the life of Newt Winger, 
a teenager growing up in Cherokee 
Flats, Kansas, in the 1920s, and 
chronicles his journey into manhood 
marked with tragic events. Based on 
Parks’s 1963 semi-autobiographical 
novel of the same name.
1970 
Book: Born Black.  A compilation of 
essays, photographs.
1970-73 
Essence magazine editorial director
1971 
Film: Shaft. Cool black private eye John 
Shaft is hired by a crime lord to find and 
retrieve his kidnapped daughter.

“They say this cat Shaft is a bad 
mother..”

“Shut your mouth!”
“I’m just talking about Shaft!”

Books: Whispers of Intimate Things, 
Born Black, In Love.  Combination of 
photography and poetry.
1972 
Awarded the Spingarn Award from 
the NAACP.

Gordon Parks married his first wife, Sally Avis at her parents’ home in 
Minneapolis. His brother Andrew performed the ceremony. Photographer 
unknown, Gordon Parks and Sally Avis, Courtship, Minneapolis, c. 1932

Young Gordon Parks (left). 1926
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1973 
Married Genevieve Young (divorced 
1979).
1974 
Film: The Super Cops. Based on the 
book The Super Cops: The True Story 
of the Cops Called Batman and Robin 
by L. H. Whittemore. 
1975 
Book: Moments Without Proper 
Names.  Chronicles the social 
problems of his native Fort 
Scott, Kansas. With poetry and 
photography, he talks about 
poverty, corruption, bigotry, drug 
addiction, and death.
1976 
Film: Leadbelly. Chronicles the life of 
folk singer Huddie Ledbetter.
1978 
Book: Flavio. Photo essay on a family 
living in poverty in Brazil.
1979 
Book: To Smile in Autumn.  A memoir. 
Film: Shaft ’s Big Score.  Sequel to 
Shaft.
Gordon Parks Jr., dies in plane crash 
in Kenya
1981 
Book: Shannon.  A story set in New 
York early in the 20th century about 
a young woman who marries a poor 
man instead of a richer one.

1984 
Inducted into NAACP Hall of Fame.
Film: Solomon Northup’s Odyssey.  
Made for TV movie based on the 
autobiography Ten Years a Slave
1986 
Kansan of the Year.
1987 
Film: Gordon Parks: Visions. Within 
his fleeting images are pictures of a 
nation, strong and weak, black and 
white, rich and poor, and the words 
of a man whose fascinating life 
journey achieved a unique personal 
vision.
Film: Moments Without Proper 
Names (PBS). blends Parks’s 
striking photographs (spanning 
four decades) with newly shot 
footage of the artist, his own musical 
compositions.
1988 
National Medal of the Arts presented 
by President Ronald Reagan.
1990 
Book: Voices in the Mirror.  A memoir.
Ballet: Martin, premieres on Dr. 
King’s birthday.
1994 
Book: Arias in Silence. Series of 
images that combine still-life 
photographs with watercolor 
painting.

1995 
Donates his archives of films, 
photographs and writings to the 
Library of Congress.
1996 
Book: Glimpses Toward Infinity.  
Evocative images of objects found 
in nature arranged in imaginary 
landscapes painted by the artist 
himself - alongside his most recent 
poems.
2000  
Gordon receives The Congress of 
Racial Equality Lifetime Achievement 
Award.
2002 
Inducted into the International 
Photography Hall of Fame and 
Museum
2003
Book:  The Sun Stalker.  Biography on 
J. M. W. Turner.
2005
Book:  A Hungry Heart. Gordon 
reflects on the people and events 
who shaped him.
2006 
Gordon Parks passes away from 
cancer on March 7, 2006.

Washington, D.C. Street corner, 
7th Street and Florida Avenue, 
N.W. Photography by Gordon 
Parks. Repository: Library of 
Congress Prints and Photographs 
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The Cast
JAMILA ANDERSON*
Ensemble
Jamila is an artist and professional 
caregiver.  Honored to be in Parks, this 
is her fifth History Theatre production! 
Other credits include: Stewardess!, All 
The Way, Courting Harry, and These 
Shining Lives (History Theatre); the Ivey 
Award-winning Marcus, or the Secret of 

Sweet (Guthrie/PH+T); Home, Angels in America: Millennium 
Approaches and Perestroika (Pillsbury House + Theatre); The 
Bubbly Black Girl Sheds Her Chameleon Skin, Waiting to Be 
Invited (Illusion Theatre); By The Way Meet Vera Stark, Black 
Nativity (Penumbra); Romeo & Juliet, Nina Simone: Four Women 
(Park Square). Jamila’s musical endeavors earned her a #15 self-
penned single on Billboard Hot 100. Now a resident of Aurora, 
CO, she is represented by the Wilhelmina Denver agency.

KEVIN BROWN, JR.*
Parks
Kevin is hyped to be performing at History 
Theatre again and to be doing so with 
such a supportive group of individuals. You 
might have caught him earlier this season 
in Not In Our Neighborhood! and Christmas 
of Swing. Other recent credits include: 
Smokey Joe’s Cafe (Ordway) and Benny in 
In The Heights (Adrienne Arsht Center). He 

is a proud graduate of the University Of Miami BFA program. He 
would like to thank his parents, History Theatre and all those 
who helped him on this journey. Special thanks to Harrison 
David Rivers for writing the play and to Robin Hickman-Winfield 
who’s been a blessing to collaborate with.

PEARCE BUNTING*
Ensemble
Pearce is delighted to be back to work, 
to be doing that work at History Theatre 
and to be part of such an extraordinary 
ensemble and collaboration. Past shows 
at History Theatre include: Radio Man, The 
Things They Carried, Dance ‘Til You Drop, 
All The Way and The Great Society.  Pearce 

has lived in the Twin Cities since 2010 and has also appeared at 
The Open Eye Figure Theatre, Theatre Novi Most,  Ten Thousand 
Things, Theatre Latte Da, Park Square and CTC.  He also hosts 
Growing Up Naked, a podcast with his child, Milo, an upfront and 
honest conversation between a 63 year old father and his 17 
year old kid, available on podcast platforms everywhere.

DARNELL DAVIS
Music Director/Pianist
Named one of Essence Magazine’s “Top 
15 Gospel Artists to watch for in 2014,” 
Darnell Davis is a gospel performer, 
songwriter and producer. Davis, a 3x 
Grammy Award nominee, a Dove Award 
Nominee, and Stellar Award winner from 
Minneapolis, has written and produced for 

the Legendary Pastor Shirley Caesar, The Sounds Of Blackness, 
Ricky Dillard, Stokley, Mint Condition, James Grear & Company, 
and Ann Nesby just to name a few. He has also been featured 
at The Lincoln Center in New York City In 2017 Davis and The 
Remnant released their fifth project “Live Again” which featured 
the Edwin Hawkins remake  “Jesus I Love You” and the soulful 
“He Did It”. In 2019 Davis released his first solo project “Another 
Part Of Me” which debut #13 on billboard charts and climbed 
to #7. In Aug 2020 Darnell Davis & The Remnant released their 

latest project, “Psalms Of Revival”. Which debut in the top 20 
on the Nielsen Charts. Most recently Davis and The Remnant 
released their latest single “I Won’t Give up/Change Your 
Situation” featuring Michael Lampkin and Angel Woods. Darnell 
Davis and The Remnant continue to revive and inspire people of 
varied cultures and backgrounds through song.

DARIUS DOTCH*
Ensemble
Ivey Award-winning actor/hip-hop 
artist Darius is thrilled to return to 
History Theatre! Other History Theatre 
productions include: A Civil War Christmas 
and Lombardi. Recent credits include: 
Skeleton Crew (Yellow Tree Theater); 
Pipeline and Detroit 67 (Penumbra); A 

Raisin in the Sun and The Color Purple (Park Square Theatre); 
Intimate Apparel (Ten Thousand Things); Bars and Measures 
(Jungle Theatre); Akeelah and the Bee (Children’s Theatre 
Company); Colossal (Mixed Blood Theatre); and Marcus or the 
Secret of Sweet (Ivey Award, Best Ensemble), The Road Weeps 
the Well Runs Dry and Broke-ology (Pillsbury House Theatre).

IVORY DOUBLETTE*
Ensemble
Ivory is grateful to make her History 
Theatre debut with Parks. She has 
performed regionally with MainStreet 
Theatre in Rancho Cucamonga, CA; The 
Marriott Theatre in Lincolnshire, IL; and 
locally with Frank Theater, Jungle Theater, 
Theater Latté Da, Penumbra Theatre, 

Ordway Center, Park Square Theatre, The Playwrights Center, 
History Comes to Life, Intermedia Arts, Children’s Theatre 
Company, Chanhassen Dinner Theatres, Old Log Theatre, 
Nautilus Music-Theater, Interact Theater, and Illusion Theatre. 
Ivory has a Bachelors in Theatre Arts from the University of 
Minnesota-Twin Cities. She is an AEA member. Is. 43:19.

DARRICK MOSLEY*
Ensemble
Darrick is thrilled to be back on the History 
Theatre’s stage. He has performed in 
History Theatre productions of The Great 
Society, All The Way, and The Highwaymen. 
A native of Mansfield, Louisiana, he 
attended the historic Grambling State 
University where he received a B.A. degree 

in Speech & Theatre. He was recently seen in Pillsbury House 
Theatre’s What To Send Up When It Goes Down. Some credits 
include: Sherwood: The Adventures of Robin Hood (Yellow Tree 
Theatre); Jitney, The Ballad of Emmett Till (Penumbra Theatre); 
A Raisin in the Sun (Park Square Theatre); To Kill a Mockingbird, 
Choir Boy (Guthrie Theater); P. Valley, Colossal (Mixed Blood 
Theatre). He has appeared in numerous voice over projects, 
films and commercials. Up next: A Raisin in the Sun at Guthrie 
Theater.  Darrick dedicates his performances to the loving 
memory of his grandmother, Pearlie Brown.

MIKELL SAPP*
Ensemble
Mikell  is the 2015 Ivey Award winner 
for Emerging Artist from Phenix City, AL 
and a proud graduate of Alabama State 
University. He has been blessed to work 
at numerous theaters in the Twin Cities 
and at History Theatre in A Crack in the 
Sky. Recent productions include: What 
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IAN MCCARTHY
Ensemble (Understudy)
Ian is an actor, writer, musician, and 
New Orleans native who has been 
establishing his roots in the Twin Cities 
since graduating from the U of M/Guthrie 
B.F.A. in 2019.  He and his band, Dr. Goon 
and the Daily Tribune, draw on classical 
training to bring heightened theatricality 

to their music. Through vivid storytelling, fueled by the voices 
of jazz and hip-hop, Dr. Goon speaks on themes of justice, love, 
loss, and the innumerable forms of medicine. Ian’s primary drive 
as an artist is to upset the boundary between theatre and music, 
exploring the untapped frontiers of their intersection, and 
finding how each can inform and enrich the other.

RANDY SCHMELING*
Ensemble (Understudy)
Previous History Theatre credits 
include: The Great Society, Lord Gordon 
Gordon, Orphan Train, Axel and His Dog, 
1968, Working Boys Band, Hiding in the 
Open, Dirty Business and The Christmas 
Schooner. Recent credits include: Annie, 
Jesus Christ Superstar, White Christmas, 

Pirates of Penzance and Damn Yankees (Ordway Center); A 
Night in Olympus by Hatcher/Poling and Only One Sophie 
(Illusion Theater); Baskerville (Sidekick Theatre); The Rocky 
Horror Show (The Lab Theater); and Urinetown (Jungle 
Theater). Upcoming shows: All Is Calm International Tour. 

MONICA E. SCOTT*
Ensemble (Understudy)
Monica was last seen making her debut at 
History Theatre in Not For Sale. She was a 
Company Member at CTC, performing in 
a few of her favorite productions Once on 
This Island, Lion, Witch and Wardrobe and 
Disney’s Aladdin, Jr.  She has also appeared 
on stage at several other theatres in 

Minneapolis and in a short film, Take Care of Yourself. Monica is 
grateful for the love and support from family and friends. 

To Send Up When It Goes Down (Pillsbury) and Skeleton Crew 
(Yellow Tree), Broke-Ology (Pillsbury); The Ballad of Emmett Till 
(Penumbra); The Snowy Day (Children’s Theatre Company); 
Pussy Valley (Mixed Blood); Hot Asian Doctor Husband (Theater 
Mu) and many more. He is grateful for the opportunity to be 
doing this play, with this cast, in this theater, for all of you.

JAMES A. WILLIAMS*
Pigeon Man
James is thrilled to return to History 
Theatre, where he was last seen in George 
Bonga: Black Voyageur.  A founding 
member of Penumbra Theatre Company, 
James has been regular on Twin Cities 
stages for over four decades. He originated 
the role of Roosevelt Hicks on Broadway in 

August Wilson’s Radio Golf. Regionally, James has performed at 
Center Stage, The Goodman Theater, The Kennedy Center, Mark 
Taper Forum, Seattle Rep, Syracuse Stage and Yale Repertory 
Theater. He’s appeared Off Broadway in August Wilson’s The 
Piano Lesson and Athol Fugards’s My Children! My Africa! He 
received an Ivey Award in 2015 for Marcus or the Secret of 
Sweet and in 2008 for his portrayal of Troy Maxson in Fences. 
A two-time City Pages Best Actor, he was named 2008 “Artist 
of the Year” by the Minneapolis Star Tribune. James is a 2015 
McKnight Fellow at the Playwright’s Center, a 2015 Fox Acting 
Fellow and 2018 Ten Chimneys Fellow.

UNDERSTUDIES
REX ISOM JR
Ensemble (Understudy)
Rex is returning to History Theatre after 
his recent performances in the virtual 
production Not in our Neighborhood!, 
and several stage productions, including 
A Great Society and The Highwaymen. 
Rex was also Tom Robinson in To Kill 
A Mockingbird in 1997 and 1998. He 

has performed at several Twin Cities’ venues over the last 30 
years, including Penumbra and CTC. He has also performed 
improvisation comedy for 25 years. He currently performs and is 
the Tech Director at Stevie Ray’s Comedy Cabaret. You might see 
Rex in a commercial here or there as well. He’s very proud to be a 
History Theatre recurring performer!

HARRISON DAVID RIVERS
Playwright
Harrison is an award-winning playwright, librettist and screen-
writer based in St. Paul, Minnesota. His plays include A Crack 
in the Sky (History Theatre), the bandaged place (Playwrights’ 
Center, Roundabout), Where Storms Are Born (Williamstown), 
This Bitter Earth (Playwrights’ Center, New Conservatory 
Theatre Center, Penumbra, About Face, Theater Alliance, 
Richmond Triangle Players, The Road, InterAct, Theatre-
Works Hartford), When Last We Flew (NYFringe, Diversionary, 
TheatreLAB, Real Live Arts, Out Front), To Let Go and Fall 
(Theater Latté Da) and we are continuous (Playwrights’ Center, 
Williamstown). He’s received commissions from Roundabout, 
Yale Rep, Transport Group, Penumbra, Theatre Latté Da, the 
Public Theater and La Jolla, among others. His television credits 
include Peacock’s “One of Us is Lying” and “The Nevers” at 
HBO, where he is also adapting E. Lynn Harris’ novel “Invisible 
Life”. Harrison sits on the Board of Directors of The Movement 
Theatre Company and the Playwrights’ Center. He is a gradu-
ate of Kenyon College and the Columbia School for the Arts.

TALVIN WILKS‡

Director
Talvin is a playwright, director and dramaturg. Since 2014, some 
of his most acclaimed directorial work has been centered at 
Penumbra Theatre Company - The Ballad of Emmett Till and 
Benevolence by Ifa Bayeza, This Bitter Earth by Harrison David 
Rivers, The Owl Answers by Adrienne Kennedy and The White 
Card by Claudia Rankine.  As a dramaturg he has collaborated 
on numerous award-winning projects with nationally renowned 
companies such as Ping Chong and Company, Bebe Miller 
Company, Urban Bush Women, Camille A. Brown and Dancers, 
and the stage adaptation of Ta-Nehisi Coates’ Between the 
World and Me at the Apollo Theatre. Upcoming world premiere 
projects include directing Cannabis! A Viper Vaudeville by Baba 
Israel and PARKS by Harrison David Rivers, and dramaturgy 
for Dreaming Zenzile by Somi Kakoma, Haint Blu with Urban 
Bush Women, and the Broadway bound for colored girls who 
have considered suicide/when the rainbow is enuf directed 
and choreographed by Camille A. Brown. He is currently an 
Assistant Professor in the Theatre Arts and Dance Department, 

The Creative Team
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University of Minnesota/Twin Cities and is a 2020 recipient of 
the McKnight Theater Artist Fellowship.
SEITU JONES
Scenic Designer
Seitu is a multidisciplinary artist, advocate and maker 
based in St. Paul, Minnesota. Working between the 
arts and public spheres, Jones channels the spirit of 
radical social movements into experiences that foster 
critical conversations and nurture more just and vibrant 
communities from the soil up. He is recognized as a dynamic 
collaborator and a creative force for civic engagement.
KATHY MAXWELL
Video Designer
Kathy has designed video and lights for several Twin Cities’ 
arts organizations including Penumbra Theatre, Mixed 
Blood Theatre, Open Eye Figure Theatre, Children’s Theatre 
Company, History Theatre, the Ordway and the Guthrie 
Theatre. Recent design credits: This Bitter Earth, Benevolence, 
Mamma Mia! and Ride the Cyclone. She received her M.F.A in 
theatrical design from The University of Minnesota and her 
B.A. in theatre and dance from the University of Texas.
MERRITT RODRIGUEZ
Lighting Designer
Merritt is a Lighting Designer and Production Artist based 
in the Twin Cities. Working in theater, dance and live events, 
she enjoys collaborating to create environments for public 
discourse and celebration. Merritt is excited to return to 
the amazing History Theatre for her fifth production after 
the long global hiatus. She has enjoyed working with many 
fantastic companies across the Twin Cities, and her previous 
work locally has been seen on stages across the Twin Cities 
including History Theatre, Penumbra, The Cowles Center, 
The Ritz, The Southern Theater, The Tek Box, The Dowling 
Studio, Stages Theater, and Intermedia Arts.  
DAMEUN STRANGE
Sound Designer
Dameun is a sound artist, multi-instrumentalist, and award 
winning composer whose conceptual works are focused on 
stories of the African diaspora, often exploring afro surrealist 
and afrofuturist themes. Dameun is compelled to express 
through sound and poetry, the beauty and resilience of the 
Black experience, digging into a pantheon of ancestors to 
tell stories of triumph, while connecting the past, present, 
and future. Dameun has worked with such artists as J. Otis 
Powell and Shá Cage and has been a featured performer on 
concerts celebrating the work of Thurston Moore and Henry 
Threadgill. He is a 2018 recipient of the ACF | Create Award 
and 2019 Jerome Hill Fellowship. Dameun is currently the 
Director of Community and Belonging at ACF and lives in 
Saint Paul, MN with his wife, Corina and son, Ezra. Like any 
good nerd, he enjoys a good sci-fi story and has a soft spot 
for anything related to astrophysics.
SARAH BAHR
Costume Designer
Sarah is a freelance Costume and Scenic Designer for 
theater, dance, and opera. She is thrilled to be making her 
History Theatre debut. Her past work has been featured 
with companies including the Minnesota Opera, Cincinnati 
Opera, Jungle Theater, Trademark Theater, Ten Thousand 
Things Theater, Mixed Blood Theater, Penumbra Theater, 
Guthrie Theater, and Vail Dance Festival. In addition to 
serving as Design Faculty at Augsburg University and the 
University of Minnesota, she advocates for creating space 
and meaningful mentorship opportunities for emerging 

theater makers, along with equity among theater designers 
and technicians. She holds a Design and Technical Theatre 
MFA from the University of Minnesota, a Studio Art MA from 
New York University, and a Design and Technical Theatre BFA 
from University of Minnesota Duluth.
ABBEE WARMBOE
Properties Designer
Abbee is a freelance props designer based in Minneapolis.  
Having grown up in Minnesota she is happy to have made 
a career for herself here, working on over 200 productions 
with 38 different companies over the last decade.  Previous 
work at History Theatre includes Gloria: A Life, Lord Gordon 
Gordon, The Highwaymen, The Paper Dreams of Harry Chin, 
among others. Recently, her work could be seen with 
Theater Latte Da, Penumbra, MN Opera, Mixed Blood, Old 
Log, Theater Mu, Pillsbury House, Ten Thousand Thing, 
among others.  Abbee was a 2020-21 McKnight Theater 
Artist Fellow at the Playwrights’ Center.  
LESLIE PARKER
Choreographer
Leslie, a St. Paul Rondo native, is a dance artist with home 
art bases in Brooklyn, NY and in the Twin Cities. Her work 
was recently awarded by National Dance Project (2021) 
and National Performance Network Creation Fund (2020). 
She is an Outstanding Performance Bessie Award recipient 
and an inaugural Jerome Hill Foundation Artist Fellow 
(2019-2021).  A few of her credits include choreographer for 
Jimmy & Lorraine: A Musing by Talvin Wilkes; Collidescope 
4.0 adventures in Pre and Post Racial America by Ping 
Chong and Talvin Wilkes; and Penumbra Theatre’s 45th 
production of Black Nativity.  For more information go to 
www.leslieparkerdance.com
LAURA TOPHAM*
Stage Manager
Laura is excited to be back at History Theatre for her 
second production. Previously she was the stage manager 
for Not For Sale. Other stage management credits include 
over 20 productions with Park Square Theatre including 
The Rocky Horror Show, Jefferson Township Sparkling Junior 
Talent Pageant, Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery, A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, Hamlet, and The Diary of Anne 
Frank. Other credits include Romeo and Juliet with Collide 
Theatrical Dance Company, Candide and Beautiful Thing 
with Theatre Latte Da, and Follies with Artistry. Next up is A 
Raisin in the Sun at the Guthrie Theater.
HALEY WALSH*
Stage Manager
Haley has stage managed at over a dozen theaters around 
the Twin Cities including Mixed Blood Theatre, Theater Mu, 
Pillsbury House Theatre, Park Square Theater, Minnesota 
Jewish Theater (now Six Points), and Lyric Arts. This is her 
16th show with History Theatre.
KYLA MOLONEY
Assistant Stage Manager
Kyla is thrilled to be back to History Theatre! History Theatre 
productions include Teen Idol: The Bobby Vee Story, Orphan 
Train, Paper Dreams of Harry Chin, and Stewardess! Theatre 
Latté Da: All is Calm, Chicago, and To Let go and Fall; Music 
Theatre Wichita: Grease; Theater Mu: Today is My Birthday; 
Park Square Theater: Diary of Anne Frank, Sometimes There’s 
Wine, Baskerville, (and more); as well as production work 
with Artistry, CTC, CLIMB, Guthrie, Ordway, Penumbra, and 
Zephyr Theatre.

SPECIAL THANKS
Jungle Theater, Augsburg University Theater Department

http://annamargareteva.com 
http://www.leslieparkerdance.com
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M I N N E S O T A  A R T I S T S 

I N S P I R E D  B Y  G O R D O N  P A R K S 

S E I T U  K E N  J O N E S

I was lucky enough to have met 
Gordon Parks on several occasions 
when he visited St. Paul. 
We all know Gordon Parks the great 
photographer, writer, poet, filmmaker, and 
composer, but seldom is anything written 
about him being the epitome of cool. While I 
still aspire to be a working and thriving artist, 
I wish I could be as cool as he was. I was 

always in awe of his character and persona. There is a universal aesthetic of cool, 
hipness and grace that Gordon Parks maintained and everyone who met him 
experienced. A coolness that we would recognize as befitting an African prince or 
king. To overcome the challenging circumstances of his early life in Fort Scott and 
St. Paul he had to demonstrate and maintain the ability to be resilient, collected 
and forward thinking, all the foundation of the aesthetic of the cool. Whenever 
I met him or saw him, even in his tennis clothes he was cool. Many times with 
an ascot, tailored clothes, that fantastic mustache and that comportment, 
that was not a swagger…he exhibited extreme confidence. Gordon Parks 
sent Richard Roundtree, the original Shaft, not to a costume designer, but to 
Gordon’s personal tailor to be fitted for the role. Richard Roundtree maintains 
that Gordon was the original Shaft. I still wish I could be that cool, but really wish 
that everyone could maintain that coolness and composure of Gordon Parks.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Seitu Jones has created over 40 large-scale public artworks. Parks is Seitu’s first design for 
History Theatre. He is a company member of Penumbra Theater and working in the Twin 
Cities has created scenic designs and set elements for Pangea Theater, Guthrie Theater, 
Children’s Theater, Frank Theater, 10,000 Things and Steppingstone Theater. Seitu was 
awarded a TCG designer Fellowship.
A 2013 Joyce Award, from Chicago’s Joyce Foundation allowed Seitu to develop CREATE: The 
Community Meal, a dinner for 2,000 people at a table a half a mile long. Seitu is the recipient 
of the 2017 Distinguished Artist Award from the McKnight Foundation and his 2017 HeARTside 
Community Meal in Grand Rapids, MI was awarded the Grand Juried Prize for ArtPrize Nine.
A recently retired faculty member of Goddard College in Port Townsend, WA. Seitu has a BS 
in Landscape Design and a MLS in Environmental History.
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M I N N E S O T A  A R T I S T S 

I N S P I R E D  B Y  G O R D O N  P A R K S 

D A N I E L  P I E R C E  B E R G I N

His geographical reach from 
his roots in Minnesota and the 
Midwest and then to DC, New 
York, and beyond, impacted 
generations and reverberates 
still. He made me, and all those 
who try to redefine the myths 
of Americanism, possible.

Through Gordon Parks eyes, which were extraordinary, we saw reality raw and 
unfiltered. He showed us the world as it is, not how we want it to be.

His perspective was inside out, rather than imposed. His life experiences enabled 
him to relate to those he photographed. He pictured an America that America 
did not want to see. He showed us who we are.

To achieve the heights he did, as a filmmaker, author, poet, musician, composer, 
and photographer, well, maybe the short answer is that he was a creative genius.  
A pioneering, sui generis artist, who made art that mattered. And matters still.

Gordon Parks life was intrinsically dramatic.  His young life, chronicled in The 
Learning Tree and A Choice of Weapons, was full of highs and lows, wonder 
and weariness.  Even before he shattered Hollywood’s color line as its first 
Black director, Parks had worked his unique artistic alchemy in a particularly 
cinematic way.  

His early photography offered character-based stories full of theatricality.  His 
images presented layers of meaning, backstory, struggle and progress.  The 
way his camera unflinchingly gazed on injustice, poverty, dirty cops, or strode 
side by side with Black revolutionaries and Black luminaries conveyed tragedy, 
redemption, and countless ‘hero journeys.’  All of that visual drama, along with 
his polished prose, made him a natural for the ultimate art, cinema.  His films 
are few but manifold.  And they remain a testament to his artistry but also his 
commitment to creating inclusive, equitable creative space.  
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It was the singular greatest moment of my work to interview him for my first 
documentary, Literature & Life, to hear his stories of family and be that close the 
his creative fire.  His films, photography, and autobiographies have inspired me 
to continue to engage in what he called the ‘sweet labor’ of filmmaking and to 
do it in a way that furthers his belief in shining a light on those who live in the 
shadows and capturing beauty and humanity to inspire.  

With so much drama in his nearly century long life, it is fitting that Gordon’s own 
story now comes to the stage.  It’s also apt coda that this piece of theatre has 
been touched by talented creative disciples, including local family and artist-
activists who are carrying on his legacy, wielding their own weapons of choice.  

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Daniel Pierce Bergin is a filmmaker whose work centers the power of people, place, and 
the past.  The Twin Cities PBS Executive Producer is a winner of 20 regional Emmy Awards.  
His notable productions include Jim Crow of the North, Lost Twin Cities 5, North Star: 
Minnesota’s Black Pioneers; Homeless Youth: Finding Home, and Out North: MNLGBTQ History.  
His documentary With Impunity: Men & Gender Violence was named ‘Best Documentary 
of 2012’ by Mpls/St. Paul Magazine.  In the 1990s, Daniel Bergin co-produced the ground 
breaking ‘Don’t Believe the Hype,’ tpt’s award winning youth media program.
The filmmaker’s narrative films have screened at the American Film Institute, KQED San 
Francisco’s Living Room Film Festival, the Martha’s Vineyard African American Film Festival, 
The Minneapolis-St. Paul International Film Festival, The Chicago International Children’s 
Film Festival, and the Hollywood Black Film Festival. 
The Minneapolis native and University of Minnesota graduate has served as a director 
on the boards of several community media organizations including FilmNorth and 
PollenMidwest. Daniel has been an adjunct instructor at St. Cloud State University and 
lectured and presented in countless classrooms and community settings.  He has been 
recognized as a MN State Arts Board Fellow, a City Pages Artist of the Year, and was 
awarded a Bush Leadership Fellowship for his work in community media.
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M I N N E S O T A  A R T I S T S 

I N S P I R E D  B Y  G O R D O N  P A R K S 

W I N G  Y O U N G  H U I E

One of the first photography 
books I ever purchased, in my 
twenties, was from Time-Life and 
eventually I collected 13 photo 
books in that series. I have them 
still. They were my first bible. 
Through them I became better acquainted 

with Gordon’s extraordinary photographic essays and his portraits of cultural 
figures such as Malcolm X and Muhammad Ali. I also took special note of his 
hyphenated status: African-American. As a Chinese-American, born and raised 
in Duluth, it took me a while to understand just how much weight that little 
hyphen carried. Growing up, I had few realistic Asian role models who weren’t 
kung fu stars.

I had made up my mind many times to become a photographic artist. 
Throughout my twenties, I pursued a freelance photography career but 
made most of my living as a bartender. I knew what I wanted but lacked the 
conviction to wholeheartedly pursue it. It wasn’t until my mid-thirties, when 
I started photographing the diverse Frogtown neighborhood in St. Paul, the 
same streets where Gordon walked, that I finally felt I was fulfilling my destiny. 

After two years of photographing the everyday realities of hundreds of 
Frogtown residents, I created a street installation of 173 photographs, all 
11x14 inches that I had printed in my darkroom, pinned to blocks of Styrofoam 
protected only with shrink-wrapped film, exhibited on a grassy corner lot in 
Frogtown, This was the start of my career as an artist. The year was 1995. 

Later that year, I was working on my book of the project, to be published by 
the Minnesota Historical Society Press, when someone at the Press suggested 
we ask Gordon Parks to endorse the book. Because Gordon was coming to 
the Twin Cities for a presentation at the Walker Art Center, and there was the 
possibility a meeting could be arranged. 
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The idea of asking this artistic polymath to write something complimentary 
about my initial photographic foray seemed a bit ludicrous. Here was a true 
giant. My life shared some interesting parallels with his photographic and 
personal odyssey, but it paled in comparison. But then, whose wouldn’t? 
Some of the more incidental coincidences: Gordon played semiprofessional 
basketball, a sport that has been a lifelong passion of mine, although I never made 
it past the B team in high school. He was an accomplished musician and composer, 
while I played the oboe in high school and quit after playing at my graduation 
ceremony because the school owned the instrument. He photographed for Vogue 
and I was an aspiring fashion photographer who occasionally bought copies of the 
magazine. And, more importantly, we are both self-taught photographers.
Finally, miraculously, my meeting with Gordon was arranged, and one of the 
highlights of my professional career was to sit next to him at a large dinner 
table with his family and friends at a restaurant in Minneapolis. He put me at 
ease immediately. Everything about him seemed indelible: his remarkable face, 
the stories he told in his gravelly velvet voice, his slightly mischievous tone. He 
exuded a sparkly presence and humanity that I have seldom witnessed since. 
Several days later, as I waited in a long line with other well-wishers at another 
Gordon Parks event, this time at the Minnesota Historical Society, a staffer 
handed me a piece of paper and said, “Gordon says he hopes that this will do.” 
On that piece of paper, in his handwriting, were these words: “Wing Young Huie’s 
book Frogtown is a penetrating social document with an important message 
that serves Minnesota’s history and that of our entire nation as well. It should be 
read and observed again and again.”
Gordon, of course, could have been describing his own work. His geographical 
reach from his roots in Minnesota and the Midwest and then to DC, New York, 
and beyond, impacted generations and reverberates still. He made me, and all 
those who try to redefine the myths of Americanism, possible.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Celebrated photographer Wing Young Huie has captured the complex cultural realities of 
American society for over 40 years. His photos have been shown in international museums, 
but his best known works, Lake Street USA and the University Avenue Project, were epic 
public art projects that transformed Minneapolis and Saint Paul thoroughfares into six-mile 
photo galleries, reflecting the everyday lives of thousands of its citizens. 
The StarTribune named him “Artist of the Year” in 2000 and in 2018 he was honored with the 
McKnight Distinguished Artist Award, the first photographer ever to receive the award in its 
23-year history. His eighth and most personal book, Chinese-ness: The Meanings of Identity 
and the Nature of Belonging (Minnesota Historical Society Press, fall 2018) won a Minnesota 
Book Award and a Northeastern Minnesota Book Award. 
It is in classrooms and non-arts venues where his work has been most impactful, as he’s 
given over a thousand presentations to audiences of all kinds—including K-12 classrooms, 
colleges, museums, non-profits, corporations, and places of worship—showing the various 
ways he’s photographically engaged thousands of strangers. 



23

F R O M  T H E  E D U C A T I O N  M A N A G E R

Welcome to History Theatre for this wonderful production of PARKS. Taking a 
look at a great artist in his youth and adolescence is such a joy, and it reminds me of 
the power the arts can have on young lives. In the Education Department, working 
with youth is a cornerstone of what we do.

This spring we hope to be back in classrooms (fingers crossed) to continue Seats 
to Stage program in person. For over 10 years History Theatre has sent teaching 
artists into metropolitan area schools to encourage young people to think of their 
lives as stories worth telling, to see their everyday choices as part of the story 
they are writing. After 20 hours of classwork, these students will present their own 
experiences with students from other schools on the History Theatre stage. 

The work is invariable moving, and the connections they make with each other 
are powerful. Hopefully we plant the seed that being the one to tell your own story 
holds great power. We’ll keep you updated on how the program is going.

We also celebrated our long running partnership with Vail Place which marked its 
eighth annual presentation this February. Much like Seats to Stage, our work here 
is focused on highlighting the lived experience of the folks in the class. Everyone in 
the group at Vail Place lives with a mental health diagnosis, so the stories include 
some challenges they face that others may not immediately understand. This year 
we featured monologues, poems, essays, and songs that not only showcased the 
amazing creativity of the members but also served as a reminder that their lives and 
ours share many of the same joys and losses. Incredible work, as always.

Finally, I want to tell you about our Living Through History class which started 
almost two years ago as a response to the beginning of the pandemic. Open to 
anyone in our community (and that includes you!) This writing group tell stories of 
getting through hard times, celebrating great times, and also support each other 
by bearing witness. It has been a great balm since it began and shows no sign 
of letting up. We always welcome new members (space permitting), so if you’re 
interested in joining, shoot me an email, and we can talk.

Thanks, as always, for being a supporter of the theater, and I look forward to seeing 
you again soon!

Paul de Cordova
pdecordova@historytheatre.com

mailto:pdecordova%40historytheatre.com?subject=Education%20inquiry
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THANK YOU FUNDERS
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THANK YOU INDIVIDUAL DONORS

GIFTS AS OF FEBRUARY 18, 2022

LEGACY CIRCLE
The Estate of Betty J. Anderson
The Estate of William Randall Beard
The Estate of Marianne Carroll D’Angelo
June P. Nelson
The Estate of Jeanne Audrey Powers
Ken and Nina Rothchild
The Estate of Dale Gordon Swanson

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF THE 
FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS
William Randall Beard
Lance Belville
John Burton
LaVonne Ellingson
Charles and Marla Hall
Warren Olson
Grant Richey
Nina Rothchild
Dennis Wipperling
Dr. Sabina Zimering
Connie Zusan

SEASON PRODUCER 
$10,000 and Up
Anonymous
Sarah Andersen and Chris Hayner
Vicki and Si Ford
MicheleB and Hank Helgen, J. A. 

Wedum Foundation
The Lance Belville Fund for New Play 

Development, Anonymous
Gene LinkB  and Ann Hirsch
Cheryl Olseth and James Empson, 

Olseth Family Foundation
Ken Rothchild, in memory of Nina 

Rothchild
Phil Riveness
Jeannine Rivet and Warren Herreid, 

K.A.H.R. Foundation
PondieB and Mark Taylor, The 

Nicholson Family Foundation

ACTOR 
$5,000 – $9,999
Anonymous
Margery Martin and Daniel Feidt
Barbara and Robert Peterson
JohnB and Elizabeth Sebastian

NARRATOR 
$2,500 – $4,999
Anonymous (3)
DaveB  and Ellen Beehler
Ellen Conway
George DowB  and Bonnie Hill
Joe and LoisB  West Duffy
Mary Anne Ebert and Paul 

Stembler
John L. and Catherine J. Hill
Sharon Glasrud
Karen Gooch
Margaret A. Lutz and Terry Shima
Cheryl MooreB 

Lilly Olson
Jeff Peterson and Jill Catherwood
Michele Pierce
JimB  and Kris Rollwagen
Nancy and Raymond Seegar, 

Caliber Foundation
ChuckB  and Francelle Slocum
Jon ThomasB  and Duchess Harris
Doug TiedeS

Robert L and Barbara J Peterson

PLAYWRIGHT  
$1,000 – $2,499
Suzanne Ammerman
John ApitzB  and Mary Magnuson
Russell and Rebecca Bierbaum
Mary and Harald Borrmann
Roger and Ronnie Brooks
Sandra Burton
Candace CampbellB and Jerry 

Seck
Elaine and Jim Christiansen
Jennifer Clark
Bob and Diane Coderre
Sue and David Cummings
David Robinson and Janet Ekern
Jane Davies
James Denton
Marybeth Dorn
Janet Ekern and David Robinson
Anna Marie Ettel
Mary Beidler Gearen
Sam and Mirja Hanson
Robert Hill
Pam and Rick Jacobson
Sandra and Jim Jensen
Susan KimberlyB

Patricia Koors
Wes and Deirdre Kramer
Suzanne and Miles Lahr
Laurel and Eric Lein
Kathleen Lenzmeier
Candace McClenahan
John and Karen Meslow, Stablish 

Foundation 
Sara Meyer and Gene Merriam
Jeanie Morrison

Karen MuellerS

Katherine J. Nevins
Kathryn Nielsen
Fran and David Nordhausen
Carol and Douglas Ogren
Carol Perkins
Ron PelusoS and Sue Scott
Rick Polenek and Terry McEowen
Richard and Jean Illsley Clark
DeDe and Tom Scanlon
Anne Seaquist
Jean Upson
James and Linda Wallace
Ann Wynia

AUTHOR 
$500 – $999
Mary and Bill Bakeman
J. Michael Barone
Ronald and Joyce Beauchane
Marianne Berkopec
Larry Bogolub
Janet Bohan
Rita and William Bourne
Angelica Braestrup
Chris and Rita Brandt
Priscilla Brewster
Pearce Bunting and Stephanie 

Halleen
Lowell and Judy Carpenter
Diane and Jerry Carlson
Ann Caspar
Cliford C and Virginia G Sorensen
Jeanne and David Cornish
Barbara Doyle
William R. and Virginia R. Simek
Elizabeth and Mike Forgy
Bob Friedman and Debb Cash
Elaine Gaston and Mark T. 

Scannell
Robert and Elizabeth Glesne
Helen Grant
Mindy and Roger Greiling
Harlene Hagen
Dr. Jo-Ida C. Hansen
Rick and Kathy Hansen
Linda Havenor
Wayne HendricksS and Sheila 

Burke
Jerome Hoffman
Michael and Margaret Johnson
Susan and Ron Kuhn
Lynn Kvalness
Wendy and Gordon Legge
Karen Lilley and David Hansen
Rebecca Lindholm
Patricia and William Litchy
Charlie Maguire
Barry and Sharon Mason
Peg Meier
Crystal Meriwether
Peter Moore
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THANK YOU INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Marilyn Nelson
Tom and Janet Nelson
Richard and Joan Newmark
Ben and B-J Norman
Judy Ohannesian and Doug Tiffany
Jaime Pedraza and Steve Gronewold
Donald and Anita Pouchnik
Paul Schumann
Laurel Severson
Julianna and Roger Skluzacek
Deanna Thompson and Neal 

Peterson
James Vogel and Jenifer Wagner
Dorothy and Fred Waltz
Dick and Diane Wright
Nancy Zingale and William Flanigan

DRAMATIST 
$250 – $499 
Anonymous (3)
Frank and Barb Abramson
JoAnn and Chuck Adams
Paul and Jan Anderson
Nikki Annoni
Sylvia Beach and Gordon Rouse
Ralph and Eileen Beha
Dan and Dee Bender
Diane and Henry Benz
Thomas and Margit Berg
Denise Beusen
Bob Beverage and Cathy Gasiorowiez
Mary Bloom
George and Linda Bounds
Risa Brainin and Michael Klaers
Valerie Britton
Sue Byrne
Diane Cashman
Elizabeth Childs
Janet Colliton
Judith and Richard Corson
Jeanne Corwin
Ellie Crosby
Robert Donnelly
Patrick and Sharon Dougherty
Carol Engel
John Erickson
Neal Evert
Sheila Faulkner
JoAnn Fernandez
Laurie Flanigan HeggeS and Jon Hegge
Barb Frame
Michelle Francois and Cliff Traiman
Lynn Fredricksen
Barbara and R. Charles Garbe
Susan Gerstner
Joan Grzywinski
Janet HallS

Greg and Laura Halldin
Kath Hammerseng
Kathleen G Hanon
John Harrer
James and Jean Hartman
Jim and Colleen Hayes
Roberta Hedge
Amy Hill
Donna and Richard Humphrey
Jolene Hunter
Valorie Jackson
Suzanne Jebe

Stephen and Anne Johnson
Willie Johnson
Karen Kandik
Pamela Kildahl
Bill and Susan Kirkpatrick
Sharon Kjellberg
Mary Lou B Knipe
Paul and Debbie Knooihuizen
Don and Sue Kratsch
Tina Krech
Maureen Kucera-Walsh
Sara Kuether
Alvin Kvaal
Karen Larsen
Carol and David Larson
Daniel and Dianne Latham
James Lenfestey
Eric Levinson
Katy Lindblad
Jessica LoomanB 

Heidi Louise
Marianne Ludwig and Jon Boylan
Juanita and Richard Luis
Mike and Elizabeth Macdonald
Susan Maples
Ruth Markowitz
Michele Marrinan
Ron and Mary Mattson
Elaine and Mike McCauley
Lisa McDaniel
Donn and Bonnie McLellan
Ruth Ann Metzger
Patty Michalec
David and Karen Minge
Kathryn Mitchell and Terrance Brueck
Diane Moe
Mary Morris
Eric Muschler
Chuck Nelson
Pamela J Nelson
Julie Nelson
Jon Nicholson
Joan and Dick Niemiec
Mike O’Connell
Rick Olson
Edward and Gwen Paulson
Lynne and Woody Peterson
Jeanne Audrey Powers
Judy and Robert Prentiss
Johnathan Riehle and Angela Bohmann
Paul Robinson
Paul and Pat Sackett
James and Susan Selchow
Linda and Garry Sill
Judith Solarz
Kurt and Susan Sroka
Sharron and Oren Steinfeldt
John and Marcia Stout
Julie Thomas
Robert and Carol Thompson
Tom and Julie Thompson
Brian and Vallorie Toder
Joann Trygestad
In-Fin TuanS

Karen and Norman Vinnes
Sue and Leon Vogt
Lori Walker
Mary Walser
Sally Webster
Craig Weflen
E. Thomas and Rita Welch
Mary and Donald Weller
Carol Westberg

Linda Westenberg
Steven Wickstrom and Bonnie DeGrood
Beth Widstrom-Anderson
Emily Williams
John Windhorst
Margaret Wirth-Johnson
Terry and Susan Wolkerstorfer
Peter and Sue Wyckoff
Jane Young
Susan and Rod Zemke

HISTORIAN
$100 – $249
Anonymous (13)
Kathleen and Melvin Aanerud
Grant Abbott
Carolyn M. Adams
Kay Alberg
Raymond and Kittie Alexander
Anita Anderson
Greg Anderson
Lynn Anderson
Harriet Angell
Robert Anholt and Ann Waltner
Nina Archabal
Michael and Diana Ash
Carol and Stephen Askew
Annette Atkins and Tom Joyce
Edwin Baehler
Doris Baizley
Dorothy Baker
Judy and Dan Bakken
Thomas Barber
Denise Barnett
Cynthia Baubie
Jim and Molly Bauer
Barbara Baum
Judith Beck
Bruce Behrends
Susan Belland
Barbara Benner
Lynne Benz
Linda Berglund
William Berneking
Bonnie Beverly
Kim Bingham
John Claude Biringer
Barbara Bittman
Margaret and David Bjork
Rose Block
Kathy Blomquist
James Bona
Linda Born
Patricia and Roy Bower-Jernigan
Evelyn Brabec
Barry and Janet Brahier
Connie Braziel
Lorna Breiter
Bruce and Paulette Briese
Irene Bugge
Lou and Maureen Bushard
Karen Buytaert
Marilyn Cantisano
Elsa Carpenter and Barney Barton
Terri Cavanaugh
Kate Cavett
Teresa Cerling
Amelia Cheever
Lisa Chen
Mary Ann Cheng
Steve Chirhart
Amber Christian
David and Kathleen Christenson
David and Michelle Christianson
Kevin and Sue Clark
Patricia Clarke
Deb Clemmensen and Jon Pratt
Scott F. Clugston
Phyllis Conlin
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Judith Conrad
David Cooley and Catherine Demars
Glenn and Nan Corliss
Thomas and Barbara Costello
Shari and John Couch
Trudy and Charles Cowman
Mike Cullen
Carol Cummins
Laurie and David Dahl
Allison Dahlin and Jacob Zeiher
Barbara Davis
Jo Davison
Patrick Dawson
David and Helen Dechaine
Helen Dechaine
Dan Delaney
Meg DeLapp
Dennis and Nickie Dillon
Cheryl and Barry Divine
Joe and Genie Dixon
Susan Dragsten
Theresa Dressler
Ian Drummond
Dorothy  Edelson and Dan Japontich
Ronald Eggert
Angie and Mark Eilers
Amy Elverum
Linda Engberg and Sharon Neal
Laurie Engel
Steve Euller
J. Featherstone
Bruce Field
Theresa Fleming
Ferris Fletcher
Jack Flynn and Deborah Pile
Joann Frankena
Daryl and Joan Franklin
Joan Fredeen and Joan Fedeen
Mary Fredenburg
Kathryn Freimuth
Cheryl Frenette
Tom Fridinger
Deb Frishberg
Michael Fronk
Cathy and Nat Fuller
Patricia Gaarder
Jeanne Gadbois
Susan and Jay Gans
Elizabeth Garren
Gayle Garrity
Gayle Gaskill
Denise Gathman
Cheryl and Jim Gelbmann
Lois Gernbacher
Heidi and Howard Gilbert
Rodney Gilles
Sue Gilsdorf
Valy Goepfrich
Loran and Judy Goff
Nancy Goldman
Mary S Goldstein
Laura Goodman
Jim and Becky Goodwin
Heidi Graham
Claire and Jim Graupmann
Cathy Gray and Michael Mallory
Kathy Gremillion
Mary Grina and Scott Peters
Vicky Grondahl
Jennifer Gross
Richard and Erin Gross
Dick Gross
Catherine Grotenhuis
Barbara Hall
Chari HallS

Wayne and Cathy Hamilton
Shawn Hamilton
Elizabeth Hampton-Artmann and Terry Artmann
Patricia Hanauer and Thomas Teeter
Robert Hand
Robyn Hansen and John Clarey

Brenda and Mark Hansen
Robyn Hansen
Jan Haugland
David Hawley
Gorden Hedahl
Steve Hendrickson
Eric and Chris Herr-Madsen
Sandy and John Hey
Elise Hilton
Denise Hinton
Elfrieda Hintze
Pamela K Hinz
Mark and Lynda Hirschboeck
Laurel Hofeldt
Alan and Judy Hoffman
Robert and Judy Horn
Lee and Judy Houck
Jim and Janelle House
Keith and Karen Hovland
Ansel Howard
James Howard
Nadine Hunt
David Hunter
Linda Huwe
Michael Ireland
Nora Ivory
Pearl Jackson
Robert and Nancy Jackson
Barbara Janssen
Bonnie and Michael Jellinek
Tim Jessen
Patricia Johnson and Mark Gronlund
Mark Johnson
Michelle Johnson
Mary A Jones
Sally and Charles Jorgensen
James Kaplan
Alfred and Sharon Kauth
Pamela and Jeremiah Kearney
Kent and Kathy Kehrberg
Stan Keillor
Anita Kennedy
Bernard Kennedy
Lee and Gary Kilgard
John Kingrey
Mavis Klemmensen
Mary Lou and Roger Klinkhammer
Robert and Nancy Kloehn
Scott and Deb Knight
Karen Knott and Soni Olson
Bonnie Koch
Kathy Kohl
Janis L Konke
Joe and Kathy Kovarik
Terri Kruger
Esther Krueger
Susan Krueger
Donald Kryzer
Linda Kucera
Debra Kuehne
Bryan Kufus
John Kufus
Peter Kuzj
Theodore and Elaine Kvasnik
Laurie Lafontaine
Karen and William Lake
Karla Lancaster
Kathleen Lander
Lorna Landvick
Vic Langer
Mary Langlois
Russell Lausen
Pat Lawrence
Carol and James Leduc
Kristie Lester
Diana Lewis
James Lewis and Bill Bloedow
Don and Lori Lifto
Dorothy Lilja
Midge Lilja
Stacy Lindell

Jo and Paul Livgard
Julian Loscaslzo
Pamela Lott
Edward and Betty Louis
Jeanne Lucio
Mark and Rebecca Lystig
Mike MacDonald
Kathryn Madson
Beth and Steve Magistad
Victoria Mahoney
Patricia and Gary Mahre
Tony and Alice Maistrovich
Barbara Malamen
Marc and Kathy Manderscheid
Susan Maples
Joan Marks
Thomas Martin
Sara N Martineau
Julene Maruska
Jeff Masco
Karmi Mattson
Betty and Matthew McConnell
Claire McCoy and James Stoops
Eileen McIsaac
Barbara J McKernan
Susan McKnight
Allen McNee and Casey Quinn
Bruce and Kay Melemed
Rita M. Meyer
Peter Michaud
Jim and Kim Michels
Jane Middlestadt
Dan and Alice Mikel
Margie Miller
Theresa Mish
Andy Mobley and Lori Kimmet-Mobley
Jean Montgomery
David Moody and Mary Catherwood
Jolene Moore
Jolene Morgan
Dean and Jane Moren
Cindy and Ron Moynihan
Patrick and Joyce Moynihan
Julie Mulligan
Bob Muschewske
Lynn Nankivil
Bonnie Nelson
Claudia and Jerry Nelson
Randy and Joy Nelson
Anthony Nerud
Jim and Mary Ellen Nichols
Roger and Amy Nieboer
Oliver Niesewand
Peter and Lori Nowacki
Gary Nygaard
Alta Oben
Rosalie and James O’Brien
Ray and Mary Ann Ogden
Cynthia Olsen
Jan Olson
Karen Olson
Margaret Olson
Richard Olson
Lynette O’Pray
Bonnie Ostlund
David and Marilyn Palmer
Bonnie Palmquist
Lowell and Finola Parsons
Brian and Garneth Peterson
Gordon and Dawn Peterson
Diane and Kent Peterson
Judith and James Peterson
Scott and Heidi Peterson
Michelle Pett and Eric Britt
John Pfaff
Renee Pfenning and Wayne Bjorlie
Katie PhillipsB

Daniel Pinkerton and Jane Johnston
Laurel Porter
David and Karen Prettyman
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Jane Prohaska and William Donohue
Marie Prottengeier-Smith and Bruce Smith
Jan M. Puffer
Debra Que
Rita Quigley
Urho and Pamela Rahkola
Bill and Donna Ramsay
Tom and Laura Rasmussen
Thue Rasmussen
Maria Reamer
Deborah Rechnagel
Judy Reeve
Trista Rehnke
Richard and Keely Remedios
Shannon Rhatigan
Mary Lou Rice
Patricia Rice
Theresa Robinson
Kathleen Roer and Kurt Boerner
Brenda Rohde
William and Judith Rohde
Laura and Jeff Ronbeck
Cherryl Rose
Diane Rosga
Rodney Rowe
Steve and Karen Rudd
Rosa Rummel
Lynn and Tom Rusch
Tim Russell
Sally Ruvelson
Deborah Salerno
Nancy Sampair
Therese Samudio
Virginia and Wayne Sanderson
Mark Savin
Mary and KennethB Schaefer
Susan and Mark Schaeffer
John Scheele
Pam Schmidt
Karen Schneewind
Jane and Gary Schroeher
Ronald Schulte

Tom and Deb Frishberg
Nancy Scott
David Secord
Nancy and Raymond Seeger
Sharon and Stephen Segal
Wendy Short-Hays
Janis Sines
Sue Singer
Jon Skaalen
Mark and Carol Sletner
Elaine Sloan
Kelly Smith
Kelli Snyder
Linnea Sodergren
Kathy Solberg
Kathryn and David Sorensen
Linda Spiess
Jaclyn Sprtel
Gary and Vicki Staples
Gary Stenson
Erica Stern
Stephanie A Stoessel
Kenneth and Pamela Stofferahn
Monika Strom
Judy Stuthman
Robert and Mary Super
Gary and Liz Swedberg
Barbara and Zbigniew Szeborowski
Judy Takkunen
Patricia Tennyson
Beverly and Edwin Thiede
John and Jan Thames
Daphne Thompson
Harv Thompson and Richard Klemm
Janice Thorp
Thrivent Financial Foundation Gift-Matching 

Program
Alex and Kayla Tiede
Mary Kaye and Mike Tillmann
Richard Todd
Donald Toivola
Judy Trousdell

Laura Trudeau
Mary Uram
Jane Vanderpoel and Kevin Gutknecht
Catherine Vesley
Karen Vinje
Kristin Von Seggern
Jane Wachutka
Natalie Waechtler
Carol and Ray Waldron
Ann Walters and Elizabeth Langer
Thomas Wells
Paula J Welte
Mark and Deborah Werner
Martha West and Karen Smith
Janice Weum
Johnathon White
Barbara Whiting
Paul and Holly Wick
Cornelius and Betty Ann Wiens
Susan and John Wiik
Christopher Williams
Patricia Williams
Martha Wilson
Linda Wilson and D. J. Leary
Jeanne Winiecki
Katherine Wipperling
Le Donna Wistrcill
Mary Kay Wittgenstein
Wendy Worner
Judith Wright
Ben Wright
Barbara Wylde
Stephen Youlan
Jodi Young
Richard and Carolyn Young
Anna ZeiselS

Louise Ziegler
Kathleen Zieman
Mark and Penny Ziessman
Susan Zietlow
Jo Zimmermann
Jeanne and Ronald Zirbel
Sue Zuidema and Jack Jenkins
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Thank you for 
supporting 
History Theatre
Make a tax-deductible 
contribution and ensure 
everyone can witness 
history this season at History 
Theatre!

Please visit

historytheatre.com/
donate
Thank you! 
Contact Doug Tiede, 
651-292-4327 
dtiede@historytheatre.com

THANK YOU INDIVIDUAL DONORS



Board of Directors and Staff

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT .........................................................................................John Sebastian
Vice President .................................................................................Candace Campbell
Treasurer ....................................................................................................Tyler Zehring
Secretary ........................................................................................................Lois Duffy

STAFF
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR............................................................................... Ron Peluso*‡

Producing and Directing Associate ...............................................Richard D. Thompson 
Production Manager ................................................................... ......Wayne Hendricks*
Technical Director .......................................................................... Gunther Gullickson
Master Electrician .....................................................................................Nick Walberg
MANAGING DIRECTOR ........................................................................ Karen Mueller
Administrative & Marketing Manager .............................................. Ashton Schneider
Education Manager .............................................................................Paul de Cordova*
Financial Consultant ........................................................................The Mobius Group
IT Consultant ................................................................................. Computer Whatever
Development Director ................................................................................ Doug Tiede
Development Assistant ........................................................................... Faith DuBose
Development Intern ........................................................................................ Mia Scott
Development Contractor ........................................................................... Anna Zeisel
Grant Writer ............................................................................................ Jessica Huang

Audience Development Director ................................................................... Chari Hall
Group Sales Manager ............................................................................... Craig Cerrato
Audience Services Manager .................................................................. David Rummel
Box Office Associate ................................................................................. Daniel Evans
Front of House ...................................Susan Biales, Monique Franson, Anne Hammel
Marketing Director .......................................................................................In-Fin Tuan
Graphic Designer / Web Developer ..............................................................Rocketfish
Photographer .........................................................................................Rick Spaulding
Videographer ........................................................Pedro Juan Fonseca, Gary Bingner
Closed Captioning .................................................................................. Laura Wiebers

History Theatre entertains, educates, and engages 
audiences by creating, developing, and producing new and existing works

 that explore Minnesota’s past and the diverse American experience.

John F. Apitz
Dave Beehler 
George Dow 
Michele Kelm-Helgen 
Susan Kimberly
Gene Link 

Jessica Looman
Cheryl L. Moore
Kera Peterson
Katrina Philips
James Rollwagen 

Kenneth Schaefer
Jennifer Simek
Charles A. Slocum
Pondie Nicholson Taylor
Dr. Jon Thomas 



PREMIERES MAY 2022!

A “ROCK” MUSIC AL
!!

Book & lyrics by Mark Jensen
Music & arrangements by Gary Rue

Directed by Tyler Michaels King

May 7-29, 2022
historytheatre.com

Learn more 
about 

Runestone!

https://www.historytheatre.com/2021-2022/runestone-rock-musical

