
By LEE BLESSING
Directed by Joel Sass 

May 16 - June 7, 2026



Theater That Celebrates!
JUNE 25, 2026
ESSENCE EVENT CENTER

ANNUAL
BENEFIT

Reserve Your Tickets Today
historytheatre.com/

annualbenefit

LIVE MUSIC GETS  HOT  THIS SUMMER.

CONCERT SERIES

June 13-14

JULY-AUGUST

A spectacle of music and storytelling
from the hit musical

TICKETS & INFO: HISTORYTHEATRE.COM

FEATURING

CAST 
AND 

CREATORS

TRIBUTES TO ELVIS, BUDDY HOLLY, JOHNNY CASH

LIVE MUSIC GETS  HOT  THIS SUMMER.

CONCERT SERIES

June 13-14

JULY-AUGUST

A spectacle of music and storytelling
from the hit musical

TICKETS & INFO: HISTORYTHEATRE.COM



  1  

WELCOME

Welcome to Courting Harry,  and to 
Lee Blessing’s inspired investigation 
of one of the greatest promises of 
the American experiment. That 
promise? The checks and balances 
of the highest court in the land, 
interpreting the laws of the land, and 
– we hope – fighting for equal justice 
under law, for all Americans. 

Regardless of where you fall on 
the political spectrum, it’s hard not 
to feel awe and wonder at Warren 
Burger and Harry Blackmun – the 
“Minnesota Twins” – and the life-long 
relationship they had. Two kids who 
grew up in poverty from Dayton’s Bluff 
interpreting the law, the constitution, 
and overseeing some of the most 
famous court cases of the past 250 
years of the United States? Wow.  

Former Supreme Court Justice 
Felix Frankfurter, who served from 
1939 until 1962, was an influential 
professor to Blackmun when he 
attended Harvard. Frankfurter 
said, “Government is itself an art, 
one of the subtlest of the arts. It is 
neither business, nor technology, 
nor applied science. It is the art of 
making men live together in peace 
and with reasonable happiness.” 

How lamentable then, that Blackmun 
and Burger end up having so 
much trouble finding reasonable 
happiness in their relationship. 
Perhaps Burger’s own statement, 
“Our system is too costly, too painful, 
too destructive, too inefficient for a 
truly civilized people. To rely on the 
adversary process as the principal 
means of resolving conflicting claims 
is a mistake that must be corrected,” 
best reflects the strife between them. 
The system is painful. 
How we all might correct that 
mistake is a question that lingers. In 
the wake of the current constitutional 
upheaval, remembering these two 
Minnesotans who reached for peace 
and happiness and bore the costly 
destruction, can only help us to 
understand ourselves better.  
This work of Blessing’s – which 
premiered right on this stage back 
in 2013 – does just what a History 
Theatre piece should. As we look 
through this lens that connects the 
past to our present, we question not 
just the company we keep, but our 
very morals and values. It illuminates 
– while questioning and wrestling 
with – our understanding of what it 
means to be an American. 

Laura Leffler 
Artistic Director

We are delighted to have you 
join us for this remount of 
Courting Harry, Lee Blessing’s 
richly entertaining and thought-
provoking exploration of a lifelong 
friendship between two young 
men from St. Paul.

This play has stayed with me 
since we first produced it in 2013. 
Because it captures something rare: 
how a deeply personal relationship 
can unfold against the backdrop 
of national consequence-it 
remains one of the most memorable 
stories we’ve ever told.  This tale 
of friendship, power, and judicial 
accountability feels particularly 
relevant in light of the Supreme 
Court’s significant shifts, which have 
reshaped long-held precedents and 
sparked renewed national debate.

That connection between past 
and present is at the heart of what 
we do at History Theatre—telling 
stories from our history that help us 
better understand the world we’re 
living in today. Your support makes 
this possible!

Please join us for our annual 
benefit on June 25 at Essence 
Event Center in St. Paul. It’s a joyful 
evening of great food, community, 
and performances by History 
Theatre artists and a vital way 
to support this work right now. 
You truly make a difference in 
sustaining our storytelling and our 
role in bringing people together.

Thank you for being here—and for 
being part of this community.

Karen Mueller 
Managing Director
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PRODUCTION TEAM
Stage Manager................................................................................................... Samantha Fairchild Poppen*
Assistant Stage Manager................................................................................................... Elijah Virgil Hughes
Technical Director...................................................................................................................Gunther Gullickson 
Master Electrician and Board Operator.................................................................................. Nick Walberg
Stage Electricians ................................................................................Chase Foster Adams, Sam Brown,
.......................................................... Kevin Champion,  Alan Donahue, Bevibel Harvey, Kate Peters, 
...........................................................................................................Mags Scanlon, Will Glaser, Jacob Pasuik
Scenic Supervisor.........................................................................................................................................John Lutz
Scenic Charge.......................................................................................................................................  Erika Soukup
Carpenter.........................................................................................................................................................  Phong Mai
Painter................................................................................................................................................. Hannah Litzinger 
Open Captioner................................................................................................................................... Laura Wiebers
Audio Describers....................................................................................................................Laurie Pape-Hadley
ASL Interpreter..........................................................................................................  Linda Gill, Krystal Riordan

*	 Appearing through an agreement between History Theatre and Actors’ Equity
	 Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States
+	 Member, Stage Directors and Choreographers Society, Inc.
•	 Member, Twin Cities Musicians Union Local 30-73, American Federation of Musicians
#	 Member, United Scenic Artists Local #829
^	 Member, International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees
U  Understudy

Scenic Designer
JOEL SASS

Lighting Designer
GRANT E. MERGES

Properties  Designer
KIRBY MOORE

Written by 
LEE BLESSING

Directed by 
JOEL SASS

Costume Designer
MEGHAN KENT

Sound Designer
C. ANDREW MAYER
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NEAL BECKMAN U EDWIN STROUT  U

WHAT’S WHAT  |  WHO’S WHO

THE CAST 
Warren Burger................................................................................................................................... Pearce Bunting*
Harry Blackmun ..............................................................................................................................  John Middleton*
Actor A ....................................................................................................................................................... EJ Subkoviak*
Actor B ........................................................................................................................................................ Jonathan Feld
Actor C .............................................................................................................................................................  Bonni Allen
Actor D ............................................................................................................................................................... Eva Gemlo

THE UNDERSTUDIES 
u/s Warren Burger.........................................................................................................................Gabriele Angieri*
u/s Harry Blackmun .............................................................................................................................. Edwin Strout
u/s Actor A & Actor B ........................................................................................................................ Neal Beckman
u/s Actor C & Actor D ................................................................................................................ Kayla Dvorak Feld

 U: UNDERSTUDY

BONNI ALLEN PEARCE BUNTING* EVA GEMLO JOHN MIDDLETON* JONATHAN FELD

EJ SUBKOVIAK*

SETTING
Various times and places in the 

life and afterlife of Harry Blackmun

The performance runs 
80 minutes with no intermission.

GABRIELE ANGIERI*  
U

KAYLA DVORAK 
FELD U
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I’m very fortunate to have many memorable 
career highlights over my three decades as a 
Twin Cities theatre artist, and Lee Blessing’s 
Courting Harry, back in 2013, is one of them, due 
to Lee Blessing’s excellent script and a pair of 
powerhouse performances by Nat Fuller and 
the late Clyde Lund. 

As if a glimpse into the inner workings 
of the Supreme Court were not already 
intriguing enough, Courting Harry also offers 
an emotionally compelling study of an 80 
year friendship that originated in a shared 
hardscrabble childhood in St. Paul, and 
ultimately splinters in the face of growing 
personal resentments and diverging legal 
philosophies.   

One of my favorite aspects of this script is how the audience is engaged almost 
as a jury, with Harry Blackmun and Warren Burger wrestling for us to side with 
their individual recollections of personal events and what constitutes sound 
interpretation of the law. 

Courting Harry made for surprisingly gripping theatre back in 2013–and as now 
re-envisioned by the exceptional duo of John Middleton and Pearce Bunting—it 
remains an insightful and extremely relevant play, perhaps even more than when it 
was first premiered. 

  - Joel Sass, Director 

DIRECTOR

SPECIAL THANKS
Crist Ballas, Dottie Rose
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THE CAST

BONNI ALLEN (she/her) 
Actor C 
History Theatre: Christmas of Swing, Sisters of Swing 
(Theatre L’Homme Dieu). Theater: Select favorites: 
Mixed Blood: Avenue Q., Roe, Gloria, Hooded; Or 
Being Black for Dummies, Learn to Be Latina, Animate, 
Barbecue, Go Ask Alice, Because; Illusion Theater: 
Disenchanted, Only One Sophie; Prime Productions: 
ANN; Yellow Tree: The Pavilion, Fair Game, Girl Friday: 
Idiot’s Delight; Walking Shadow: The Christians; MN 
Jewish Theatre: My Mother’s Lesbian Jewish Wiccan 
Wedding; Old Log Theater: The Savannah Sipping 
Society, The Dixie Swim Club; Stage North: Mrs. Parker/
Mr. Porter, Mauritius; Theater Unbound: A Piece of 
My Heart; “Don’t Hug Me” series (11 years). Film/TV: 
imdb.com. Upcoming: Theatre L’ Homme Dieu: The 
Mousetrap; History Center: History on a Schtick (10th 
year at Minnesota State Fair). Other: Headshot/portrait 
photographer. bonniallenphotography.com  

GABRIELE ANGIERI* (he/him) 
u/s Warren Burger 
History Theatre: Debut. Theater: Park Square Theatre: 
The Last Seder, Macbeth, King Lear, Behind the Eye; 
Frank Theatre: By the Bog of Cats, Love and Information; 
Gremlin Theater: The Homecoming; Open Window 
Theatre: A Man for All Seasons; Sidekick Theatre: 
Over the River and Through the Woods, Fireflies; Mixed 
Blood: The Viking and the Gazelle; Theatre in the Round: 
Simpatico. Upcoming: Chanhassen Dinner Theatres: 
Tuesdays with Morrie.  

NEAL BECKMAN (he/him) 
u/s Actor A & B  
History Theatre: The Boy Wonder, God Girl. Theater: 
Children’s Theatre Company: Alice in Wonderland; 
Park Square Theatre: Pride & Prejudice, Rule of 
Thumb, Romeo & Juliet; Walking Shadow Company: A 
Midwinter Night’s Revel, Mae West & the Trial of Sex; Six 
Points Theatre: Torch Song; Old Log Theatre: The Play 
that Goes Wrong, Once Upon a Mattress. Training: BA, 
Performance, Fordham University. Upcoming: Park 
Square Theatre: The Butler Did It.  

PEARCE BUNTING* (he/him) 
Warren Burger
History Theatre: A Unique Assignment, Diesel Heart, 
Parks, All The Way, The Great Society, The Things 
They Carried, Radio Man. Theater: Gremlin Theatre: 
Red; Guthrie: Primary Trust, The Mousetrap; Dark 
and Stormy: The Physicists; Shakespeare Theatre of 
New Jersey: The Book of Will, The Grapes of Wrath; 
Illusion: Five Minutes of Heaven; Park Square: Holmes 
and Watson, Riddle Puzzle Plot; Open Eye: The Holiday 
Pageant, Cabinet of Wonders; Theater Latté Da: Peter 
and the Starcatcher; Ten Thousand Things: Pericles, 
As You Like It; Novi Most: The Master Builder, The 
Seagull, Rehearsing Failure, Ukranian Words Project; 
Jo Strømgren Kompani: A Doll’s House. TV: HBO: 
Boardwalk Empire. Film: First Person Singular, Meat, 
The Public Domain. Training: Yale School of Drama. 
Upcoming: Park Square: The Butler Did It. Podcast: 
Growing Up Naked (available on all platforms)  

JONATHAN FELD (he/him) 
Actor B  
History Theatre: Dreamland, Raw Stages. Theater: 
Lyric Arts, Frank Theatre, Playwright’s Center, SAATH, 
Exposed Brick, Open Eye, others. Training: B.A. 
Theatre Arts & Psychology, Simpson College. 

KAYLA DVORAK FELD (she/her) 
u/s Actor C & Actor D  
History Theatre: Secret Warriors (u/s). Theater: 
Theatre Novi Most: An Ocean Away; Walking Shadow 
Theatre Company: Mae West and the Trial of Sex, A 
Midwinter Night’s Revel; Theatre Pro Rata: By the Bog of 
Cats, The Convent of Pleasure, My Sister in this House, 
Good Woman of Setzuan; The Winding Sheet Outfit: 
Blood Nocturne, The Memory Box of the Sisters Fox; 
Daleko Arts: The Things Place, Constellations, Our 
Town, Wait Until Dark; Hero Now Theatre: The Turn 
of the Screw; Yellow Tree Theatre: Expecting Isabel. 
Other: Co-owner/founder, The De-escalation Team. 
Training: BA Theatre Arts, Simpson College. 

EVA GEMLO (she/her)
Actor D 
History Theatre: (Intimacy Coordinator) Dirty Business, 
Beyond The Rainbow, Buddy Holly. Theater: (selected) 
Frank Theatre: The Welkin; Jungle Theater: The Effect; 
Full Circle Theater: Antigonick; Theatre L’Homme 
Dieu: Once; Lyric Arts: Significant Other; Park Square 
Theatre: The Diary of Anne Frank; Stillwater Zephyr 
Theater: Romeo and Juliet; Walking Shadow Theatre: 
Equivocation, BARD Shakes (7 years). Upcoming: Gray 
Mallard Theater: Hamlet. Other: Cellist born and raised 
in St. Paul.   

JOHN MIDDLETON* (he/him) 
Harry Blackmun 
History Theatre: Debut. Theater: Illusion Theater: 
Nobody, No Time, Groucho Marx Meets T.S. Eliot; Girl 
Friday Productions: Idiot’s Delight, Camino Real, Street 
Scene, The Skin of Our Teeth, Our Town; Park Square 
Theatre: Calendar Girls, Romeo and Juliet, Sexy Laundry, 
American Family, Dead Man’s Cell Phone, Becky’s New 
Car; Theater Latté Da: Six Degrees of Separation, C!, 
Song of Extinction; Jungle Theater: You Can’t Take it 
with You, Detroit, In the Next Room; Theatre Pro Rata: 
Up, 1984; Torch Theater: Les Liaisons Dangereuses, 
True West, Glengarry Glen Ross, A Thousand Clowns, 
Whatever Happened to Baby Jane; Gremlin Theatre: Six 
Characters in Search of an Author, Petrified Fores, Bach 
at Leipzig, Everywhere Signs Fall, Hedda Gabler. 

EDWIN STROUT (he/him) 
u/s Harry Blackmun 
History Theatre: Not in Our Neighborhood. Theater: 
Yellow Tree Theatre: Dial M For Murder; Park Square 
Theater: 33 Variations, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Othello; Jungle Theater: Shipwrecked!, The Rivals; 
Wayward Theatre Company: Christmas Carol: A Ghost 
Story, MacBeth, Hamlet, The Weir, The Ghost Train; 
DalekoArts: The Thin Place; Walking Shadow Theatre 
Company: The Ugly One, Equivocation; Theatre Pro 
Rata: Isaac’s Eye; Full Circle Theater: Anon(ymous), 
Caught. Upcoming: Frosted Glass Creative: Two 
Gentlemen of Verona; Joking Apart Theater: I’m Afraid, I 
Have To Leave; Sidekick Theatre: Arsenic and Old Lace.  

* Appearing through an agreement between History Theatre and Actors’ Equity Association, 
the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States
^ Member of the Stage Directors and Choreographers Society, Inc.
• Member of Twin Cities Musicians Union Local 30-73, American Federation of Musicians
# Member of United Scenic Artists Local #829 
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EJ SUBKOVIAK* (he/him) 
Actor A 
History Theatre: The Highwaymen, Courting Harry, 
Capital Crimes, 1968, Hiding in the Open. Theater: 
Frank Theatre: The Resistable Rise of Arturo Ui; Park 
Square Theatre: Of Mice and Men, The Red Box, Might 
as Well Be Dead, Great Expectations, Oliver Twist, 
Sherlock Holmes and the Ice Palace Murders, Sherlock 
Holmes: The Final Adventure, Noises Off, You Can’t Take 
it With You; Jungle Theater: On Golden Pond, Noises 
Off, Macbeth; Hey City Theatre: Tony & Tina’s Wedding. 
Film: Bigfoot Woods. Training: Minnesota State 
University, Mankato.

THE CREATIVE TEAM 
ELIJAH VIRGIL HUGHES (they/them) 
Assistant Stage Manager 
History Theatre: Rollicking! A Winter Carnival Musical. 
Theater: Children’s Theatre Company: Twelfth Night; 
Theater Mu: Stop Kiss, New Eyes Festival; Pillsbury 
House + Theatre: A Lesson in Love; Penumbra 
Theatre: The Voices in the Walls, Don’t Bother Me I 
Can’t Cope; Sod House Theatre: 5 More Minutes. IG: @
elijahvirgilhughes  

MEGHAN KENT (she/her)
Costume Designer
History Theatre: Secret  Warriors, A Unique 
Assignment, Behind the Sun. Theater: Artistry: Newsies; 
Lakeshore Players: Calendar Girls, She Loves Me, Little 
House on the Prairie: The Musical, The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Nighttime, Christmas Carol, and Misery; The 
Phipps Center for the Arts: Something Rotten, Murdered 
to Death; Old Log Theatre: Once Upon a Mattress, The 
Reluctant Dragon, Snow White and the Seven Vikings, 
Million Dollar Quartet; Stages Theatre Company: Once 
Upon This Island, Newsies Jr. Matilda Jr.; Ashland 
Productions: Company; Freshwater Theatre Company: 
The Bucket List of Booze Club; Youth Performance 
Company: Little Women, Elf, Freedom Riders, Velveteen 
Rabbit, Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief, A Woman 
Called Truth, A Year with Frog and Toad, Tuck Everlasting, 
Frozen Jr., Hairspray, The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe; Steppingstone Theatre: 
Nate the Great, Fly Guy the Musical, Annie; Theatre 
Unbound, Cromulent Shakespeare Co., Eden Prairie 
Players, Masquers Theater Company, Concordia 
Academy, Southwest High School, Apple Valley High 
School, Mounds Park Academy, and Eden Prairie 
High School. Training: BFA Theatrical Performance/
Costume Design, Iowa State University. 

C ANDREW MAYER# (he/him) 
Sound Designer                                                                                       
History Theatre: Over 80 shows including Whoa, 
Nellie! The Outlaw King of the Wild Middle West, Not for 
Sale, Not In Our Neighborhood!, I Am Betty, Blended 和 
(Harmony): The Kim Loo Sisters, The Defeat of Jesse 
James, Not For Sale, Not in our Neighborhood!, Gloria: A 
Life, Dirty Business, Teen Idol: The Bobby Vee Story, All 
the Way, Watermelon Hill, Glensheen, Hiding in the Open, 
Tyrone and Ralph, A Piece of the Rope, Hmong! The CIA 
Secret Army. Theater: Jungle Theater, Pillsbury House, 
Theater Latté Da, Theater Mu, Illusion, Six Points, 
Mixed Blood, Park Square, Austin, Lyric Opera Kansas 
City, Opera Colorado, Everyman (Baltimore), ACT (San 
Francisco), many others. Awards: McKnight Theatre 

Artist Fellow, Audelco Award for Carlyle Brown’s 
Pure Confidence. Other: Producing Director, Acadia 
Repertory Theatre, Mount Desert Island, Maine. 

GRANT E. MERGES (he/him) 
Lighting Designer  
History Theatre: Whoa, Nellie! Theater (selected): 
Theater Latté Da: Gutenberg! The Musical, La Bohème, 
Once; Jungle Theater: Hand to God; Penumbra Theatre: 
Black Nativity; Chenango River Theatre: Picasso at the 
Lapin Agile, Lend Me a Tenor, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde; 
Stages Theatre Company: The North Star, James 
and the Giant Peach, The Hobbit; Artistry: The Music 
Man, Noises Off, The Drowsy Chaperone; Minneapolis 
Musical Theatre: Night of the Living Dead, The Story 
of My Life, Big River; Paul Bunyan Playhouse: Young 
Frankenstein, Footloose, Little Shop of Horrors; GREAT 
Theatre: School of Rock, Waitress, Mary Poppins; 
River Valley Dance Academy: The Snow Queen, The 
Nutcracker; University of Northwestern: The Lightning 
Thief, Peter Pan, Into the Woods; Century College: Rent, 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show, Macbeth; Concordia 
University: Die Fledermaus. Education: MFA, 
Minnesota State University, Mankato. 

KIRBY MOORE (he/him)
Properties Designer
History Theatre: Don’t Miss Doris Hines, The Defeat 
of Jesse James, Teen Idol: The Bobby Vee Story, 
Buddy - The Buddy Holly Story, Coco’s Diary, Courting 
Harry, Lombardi, Christmas of Swing. Other: 40+ 
years of stage, film, and commercial production in 
Mpls, Chicago, and LA. Grateful to Circa 21’ Dinner 
Playhouse, Rock Island Ill., Children’s Theatre 
Company for their design internship programs which 
helped get his start in the professional arts.

SAMANTHA FAIRCHILD POPPEN* (she/her) 
Stage Manager 
History Theatre: Debut. Theater: Theatre Novi 
Most: An Ocean Away; Six Points Theater: Vienna, 
Vienna, Vienna (ASM), The Messenger (ASM);  Mixed 
Blood: The Ally (production), The Most Spectacularly 
Lamentable Trial of Miz Martha Washington; Old Log 
Theatre: Million Dollar Quartet, Reluctant Dragon & 
Snow White and the 7 Vikings; Playwrights’ Center: 
Garden of Memories & Fantasma; TigerLion Arts: The 
Buddha Prince in Concert & Big World (workshop); 
Wonderlust Productions: Hidden Herald (Season 2), 
Riverwalk Project, The Caregiver Play Project, Hidden 
Herald (Season 1), Every Brilliant Thing; Interact Center: 
Dancing on the Edge of a Volcano, Interact’s Greatest 
Hits. Other: Wonderlust Productions ensemble 
member. Training: B.S., MSU, Mankato.

JOEL SASS (he/him) 
Director & Scenic Designer 
History Theatre: Whoa, Nellie, The Defeat of Jesse 
James, Dirty Business, Gloria, The Paper Dreams of 
Harry Chin, Runestone! A Rock Musical, Courting Harry. 
Theater: Guthrie Theater, Theater Latté Da, Park Square 
Theatre, Jungle Theater, Artistry, Open Eye Theatre, 
California Shakespeare Theatre, Arizona Theatre 
Company, Oregon Shakespeare Festival and others.  

THE CAST / THE CREATIVE TEAM
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HARRY & WARREN: 70 YEARS
Theo Blackmun, Harry’s mother, was 
85 when her son was nominated to the 
Supreme Court. She warned her son that 
his relationship with Warren Burger would 
inevitably change. Blackmun responded, 
“Mother, it just can’t. We’ve been friends 
for a long time.” She replied, “Well, you 
wait and see.”

COURTING HARRY

Warren Burger met Harry Blackmun 
in kindergarten at Van Buren 
School in St. Paul’s Dayton’s Bluff 

neighborhood. Though Warren was 14 
months older than Harry, they were both in 
the same grade.

As children, Warren was physically larger 
and stronger, the best athlete among their 
group of friends. Tennis was a favorite 
mutual pastime. Later in life Harry would 
write of Warren, “He liked to dominate things, 
and in a nice way…make himself known. But 
he was a good pal, a good companion in 
every way. No question about this.”

Harry was best man at Warren’s wedding.
When they lived in the Twin Cities after 
law school (Warren attended the St. Paul 
College of Law, now known as William 
Mitchell) they often lunched together. When 
Warren moved to Washington, D.C. to work 
in the Eisenhower Administration, they 
resumed the correspondence that began 
during their college years.

When Warren was nominated to be Chief
Justice in 1969, Harry was excited for his
friend. He attended Warren’s swearing-in. 
“I can’t tell you how much it meant to me to 
have you on hand—again as my Best Man in 
a sense,” Warren wrote later to Harry.  When 
Harry joined Warren on the Court a year later 
(in part due to Warren’s recommendation 
to Richard Nixon) he received a letter from 
Warren that read in part, “When we had those 
dreams of ‘doing it together,’ neither of us 
dreamed it would be this way or in this place.”

Because they were both from Minnesota 
and both conservatives, the media dubbed 
Warren and Harry “the Minnesota Twins.” 
In his first fi ve years on the court, 1970-75, 
Blackmun voted with Burger most of time 
(87.5%) on closely divided cases. The fallout 
from Roe led to an evolution of Blackmun’s 
judicial philosophy. The second five years of 
his term he voted with Burger only 45.5% of 
the time on closely divided cases, and from 
1981 to Burger’s retirement (1986), even less 
of the time. When Blackmun retired in 1995, 
he was the most liberal justice, fighting often 
for individual rights.

Personally as well as judicially, the men
grew apart. Critical and sarcastic hand-
written comments about Burger began to 
appear in Blackmun’s annotations of Court 
decisions and memos. Milestone events 
later in their lives were barely acknowledged. 
“WEB [Warren Earl Burger] dies,” was all 
Blackmun wrote in his daily log to mark the 
death of his long-time friend in 1990.

“The relationship between Harry 
Blackmun and Warren Burger was 
complex, multilayered, encrusted with a 
lifetime of shared experiences and mutual 
expectations. And its dissolution was 
equally complex: not one or several events, 
not clashes over particular cases, but an 
accretion of disappointments, like water 
dripping on stone and, over the years, 
wearing it away.”

Harry Blackmun, 1976       Warren Burger, 1967

Source:  Linda Greenhouse, Becoming Justice Blackmun: Harry Blackmun’s Supreme Court Journey
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COURTING HARRY

BLACKMUN’S MINNESOTA
Turning Point
Harry Blackmun starts his career as a judge by 
accepting President Eisenhower’s appointment to the 
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals in 1959.

Chronology
	 Blackmun is born on November 12, in Nashville, 

	 Illinois, where his mother’s parents live.

	 Now living at 847 East Fourth Street, St. Paul, 
	 Blackmun begins his schooling at Van Buren 
	 School on St. Paul’s Dayton’s Bluff.

 	 He wins an oratory contest judged by Judge John 
	 Sanborn of the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals, the
	  judge for whom he would clerk eight years later.

	 Blackmun graduates from Mechanic Arts High 
	 School and begins studying at Harvard University.

	 Blackmun gets his law degree from Harvard.

    Blackmun begins private practice working at the 
	 firm that eventually became Dorsey & Whitney.

	 In June he marries Dorothy Collins, with whom he 
	 would have three daughters, Nancy, Sally, and
	 Susan, over the next six years.

	 The Blackmuns move to Rochester, and Harry
	 begins ten years as counsel for the Mayo Clinic.

	 President Eisenhower appoints Blackmun to the
	 Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. Blackmun starts
	 the job on his fifty-first birthday.

	 President Nixon appoints Blackmun to the US
	 Supreme Court. He takes office on June 9.

	 Blackmun writes the majority opinion (two justices 
	 dissent) in Roe v. Wade. The decision is announced
	  in January 1973.

	 Blackmun retires from the Supreme Court, effective
	 August 3, after slightly more than twenty-four years.

	 Blackmun dies on March 4.

Harry Blackmun during his 
Supreme Court years, 1975. 
Minnesota Historical Society

Harrry Blackmun’s high school 
yearbook photo, 1925. Private 
Collection of Paul Nelson.

Young Harrry Blackmun (left) on 
Dayton’s Bluff in St. Paul, 1912. 
Minnesota Historical Society

Source: Minnesota Historical Society MNOPEDIA

1908
	

1913

	

1924 
	
	  

1925	

1932	

1934    
.

1941

	

1949
	

1959

	

1970
	

1972

1994
	

1999	
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THANK YOU FUNDERS

To make a donation, visit
historytheatre.com/donate

or call the Development Office at 651-292-4326
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Gifts received in the last 18 months as of 4/17/26

$10,000+
Anonymous
John ApitzB and Mary Magnuson
Candace CampbellB and Jerry 
   Seck
George DowB and Bonnie Hill
Joe and Lois WestB Duffy
Dr. Mary Anne Ebert and Paul 
   Stembler
Karen Gooch
Gene LinkB and Ann Hirsch
Scott Nash
Mildred McLean
Jeannine Rivet and Warren 
    Herreid II
JimB and Kris Rollwagen
Ken Rothchild 
Bonnie Scott
JohnB and Elizabeth Sebastian
JenniferB and Stuart Simek

$5,000 – $9,999
Evelyn and David Brabec
Ellen Conway
Carolyn and Robert Hedin
Wes and Deirdre Kramer
John A. Larsen
Chad and Laura Nicholson
Richard and Nancy Nicholson, 

Nicholson Family Foundation
Cheryl Olseth and James 

Empson, Olseth Family 
Foundation

Carol Perkins
Jeff Peterson and Jill 

Catherwood
Michele Pierce
Ray Skowyra and Marianne 

Short
Kris and Jon Stevens
Pondie and Mark Taylor
Kay and James Tennessen
Jon ThomasB and Duchess 

Harris
$2,500 – $4,999
Anonymous
Dave and Ellen Beehler
Diane and Robert Coderre
Sue and David Cummings
Bob Friedman and Debbie Cash
KathB and Maureen 

Hammerseng
Dianne Latham
Laurel and Eric Lein
Cynthia and Alan Miner
Cheryl MooreB

Fran and David Nordhausen
Carol and Doug Ogren
Barbara and Robert Peterson
$1,000 – $2,499
Greg and Penny Anderson
Suzanne Ammerman

Helen and Gary Bergren
Gerald and Marlen Bohn
Roger and Ronnie Brooks
Elizabeth Childs
Darrel and Barbara Christoferson
Janis Clay and Elam Baer
Jeanne and David Cornish
Eleanor Crosby
Marybeth Dorn
Lucas Erickson
John Gibbons
Robert and Elizabeth Glesne
Helen Grant
Vicky Grondahl
Joan Grzywinski
Patrick and Amy Hagen
Dr. Jo-Ida C. Hansen
Rick and Kathy Hansen
Sam and Mirja Hanson
Jim and Colleen Hayes
Barbara Izdepski
Pam and Rick Jacobson
Kara Johnson
Tom Klas
Karen Knott and Soni Olson
Patricia Koors
Lynn Kvalness
Allen and Kathleen Lenzmeier
Karen Lilley and David Hansen
Katy Lindblad
Patricia and William Litchy
Candace McClenahan
Peg Meier
Crystal K. Meriwether
Sara Meyer and Gene Merriam
John and Karen Meslow, Stablish
    Foundation
Mary Meyer
Karen MuellerS

Marilyn and Douglas Nelson
Tom and Janet Nelson
Katherine J. Nevins
Jim and Mary Ellen Nichols
Margaret Olson
Kyle D. Pederson
Jaime Pedraza and Steve 
Gronewold 
Ron Peluso
KeraB and Steve Peterson
Michelle Pett & Eric Britt
Debra and Larry Que
Maria Reamer 
Christine and Dan Rice
Nancy Roehr
DeDe and Tom Scanlon
Bruce and Julianne Seiber
Nancy and Stephen Silcox
Janis Sines and Steven Piatz
James and Mary Stahlmann
Sharron Steinfeldt
Jill Trescott
James and Jenifer Vogel
Carole Wilson
Dick and Diane Wright

Peter and Sue Wyckoff
Ann Wynia

$500 – $999
Anonymous in honor of 
    Anne Hammel
Barb and Frank Abramson
Paul and Jan Anderson
Roger and Margie Anderson
Michael Barone
Ronald and Joyce Beauchane
Dan and Dee Bender
Mary Bennett
Marianne Berkopec
Denise and Jon Beusen
Russ and Becky Bierbaum
Lyle and Kris Blanchard
Harald Borrmann
Rita and Bill Bourne
Patricia and Roy Bower-Jernigan
Lorna Breiter
Karen and Jack Carter
Alex and Judy Cirillo
Joan Cochran and Matthew Crellin
Joan Darling
Elaine Darst
Sharon Engberg and Sharon Neal
Anna Marie Ettel
Patricia Fair
Barbara Frame
Cathy and Nathaniel Fuller
Pat Gavan-Gordon
Marc Goess
Harlene Hagen
Janet Hall
Greg and Laura Halldin
Jeffrey Hatcher and Lisa Stevens
Linda Havenor
Cheryl Hirata-Dulas
Jolene Hunter
Linda Huwe
Margaret Johnson
Michael and Margaret Johnson
Stephen and Anne Johnson
Kay King
Sharon Kjellberg
Mary Knoepfler
Thomas and Dee Dee Kozlak
Miles and Suzanne Lahr
Pat Lawrence
Michael and Elizabeth Macdonald
Ron and Mary Mattson
Lisa McDaniel
Mike Meyer
Valerie Meyer
Kathryn Mitchell and Terrance 

Brueck
Peter Moore
Bruce Nelson
Pamela J. Nelson
Carol Nietz
Alta Oben
Linda Ojala
Ivan Ose

S - Staff   B - Board Member           	                                 Contact DEVELOPMENT@HISTORYTHEATRE.COM with questions regarding donations.

THANK YOU DONORS
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Judy and Robert Prentiss
Richard and Keely 

Remedios
Mark Ritchie and Nancy 

Gaschott
Stephen Rudd
Sally and Alan Ruvelson
Shirley Sailors
Tim and Kim Scanlan
Paul Schumann
Carol Sletner
Clifford C. and Virginia G 

Sorensen
Linda Spiess
Mary Stark Johnson
Barbara Strenge
Deanna Thompson and 

Neal Peterson
In-Fin TuanS

Carroll Vance
Daniel Vogel
Lori Walker
Mary Walser
Julie Weaver
Steve and Melinda Weber
Tom and Rita Welch
Carol Westberg
Connie Westeen
Steve Wickstrom and 

Bonnie DeGrood
John Windhorst
Terry and Susan 

Wolkerstorfer
$250 – $499 
Jeanne Andre
Howard Ansel
Sylvia Beach and 

Gordon Rouse
Tom Beck
Lisa Beecroft
Jen Burleigh-Bentz
Thomas and Margit Berg
Bonnie Beverly
Marsha Beyer
Deborah Bishop
Kathleen Boe

Scott Clugston
Janet Colliton
Stephen Colton
Jay Couture
Jonathon Despotes-

Tourdot
Crystal Doyle
Elizabeth and Larry 

Drumm
Paul Eger
Sheila Faulkner
Michael Flynn
Lois Gernbacher
Mindy and Roger 

Greiling
Steven and Danette 

Griffith
Erin Gross
Gayl Gustafson
Tina Ham Peterson
Jean and James 

Hartman
Kathleen Heaney
Elise Hilton
Arthur and Donna 

Hogenson
David Hunter
Barbara Janssen
Daniel Japuntich
Renee Johnson
Linda Kaphingst
Gary and Lee Kilgard
Bonnie Koch
Karen Larsen
Carol Larson
Carol and James LeDuc
Judith and Stephen 

Lewis Jr
Beth Lafave
Theresa and Frederick 

Lippert
Pamela Lott
Mark Lystig
Susan Maples
Ruth Markowitz
Marilyn Martin

Pam and David McCarthy
Donn and Bonnie 

McLellan
Karen Minge
Theresa Mish
Mary Morris
Peter Nowacki
Mike and Barbara 

O’Connell
Nor and Kevin Olson
Bonnie Palmquist
Judith and John 

Peterson
Ken Peterson and 

Connie Lewis
Kristine Peterson
Rick and Terry Polenek
Lucia Pozzi
Steve Robertson and 

Susan Peacock
David Rusterholz
Connie and Jack 

Scanlon
KennethB and Mary 

Schaefer
Susan and Mark 

Schaeffer
Karen Schneewind
Dana and Jon Schroeder
Laurel Severson
Robert and Linda 

Shauinger
Linda and Garry Sill
Susan Smith and Brian 

Lewis
Judith Solarz
Rosemary Soltis
Joe and Lori Stanley
Russ Stark
Robert and Mary Super
John and Jan Thames
Daphne Thompson
Harv Thompson and 

Richard Klemm
Brian and Vallorie Toder

Stephen and Julie 
Troutman

Jane and Kevin 
Vanderpoel

Leslie Watkins and Doug 
Larson

Sandy Werts
Susan Zietlow
Jo Zimmermann
Nancy Zingale and 

William Flanigan

LEGACY CIRCLE
The Estate of Betty J. 

Anderson
The Estate of William 

Randall Beard
The Estate of Marianne 

Carroll D’Angelo
Dr. Mary Anne Ebert and 

Paul Stembler
Pat Gavan-Gordon
Dr. Jo-Ida Hansen
The Estate of June P. 

Nelson
Michele Pierce
The Estate of Jeanne 

Audrey Powers
Ken and Nina Rothchild
Nancy A. Stewart and 

Timothy D. Kehr
The Estate of Dale 

Gordon Swanson

GIFTS IN MEMORY 
OF THE FOLLOWING 
INDIVIDUALS
Marcia Marilyn Anderson
Jay Berne
Pat Faunce
Gary Fischer
Charles and Marla Hall
June P. Nelson
Paul Pfeifer
Nina Rothchild

THANK YOU DONORS

Guarantee an evening of fun 
for anyone on your list. 

Stop by the box office during 
intermission, call the box office 
at 651-292-4323, or visit 

historytheatre.com

Give the 
Gift
of Theater!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dr. Jon Thomas  President
George Dow Vice President
Tyler Zehring  Treasurer
Lois Duffy  Secretary

John F. Apitz
Candace Campbell
Lori Castille
Kath Hammerseng
Gene Link
Patrick McMonagle
Cheryl L. Moore
Kera Peterson
Katrina Phillips 
James Rollwagen   
Kenneth Schaefer
John Sebastian
Jennifer Simek
Carl Atiya Swanson 

MISSION

History Theatre entertains, educates, and engages 
audiences by creating, developing, and producing 
new and existing works that explore Minnesota’s 
past and the diverse American experience.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

History Theatre sits on the ancestral, traditional 
and contemporary land of the Dakota people, 
for whom the land holds historical, spiritual, and 
political significance. We recognize and honor the 
Dakota people, ancestors, and descendants, as 
well as the land itself, and all the sovereign Native 
nations in Minnesota and beyond. We recognize 
that this acknowledgement itself is not enough and 
only serves as a first step towards decolonization. 

Ashton Schneider
Business Manager

Rob Thomas
Development Director

McKinnley Aitchison
Development and 
Administrative Associate 

Paul de Cordova 
Education Manager

In-Fin Tuan 
Marketing Consultant 

LAURA LEFFLER
Artistic Director

KAREN MUELLER 
Managing Director

STAFF

Chari Hall
Audience Development Director

Craig Cerrato
Group Sales Manager, Volunteer 
Coordinator

Elena Glass
Production Associate 

Julia Milne
Audience Services Coordinator

Gethsemane Herron
Literary Manager and Artistic 
Associate 

Gunther Gullickson
Technical Director

Nick Walberg 
Master Electrician

Meghan Kent
Costume Supervisor

Esmé Burr, Lu Chen, 
Monique Franson, Alex Geer, 
AJ Methner, John Schwab, 
Rhu VanVactor-Lee
Front of House



With Gratitude and Appreciation 
We thank the History Theatre for honoring the 
memory of Dorsey alum Justice Harry Blackmun 
and his friend Chief Justice Warren Burger.
 
dorsey.com

Daniel and Toby Edelman 

A Heartfelt Thank 
You  to Our Sponsors

steve hunegs and jenifer robins



651-292-4323 • historytheatre.com • 30 E. 10th, St. Paul
Box Office Hours: Tue-Fri 12-5pm. One hour before show to intermission

COMING NEXT

SEASON PASS & SINGLE TICKETS ON SALE
BOOK A GROUP of 10+ AND SAVE!

2026-27 SEASON  

The Trailblazer is Back!

Written and Performed by KIM SCHULTZ
Originally directed by Addie Gorlin-Han

Remounted by Jess Yates

July 8-26, 2026

T H E

“...a love letter to the Boundary Waters.” 
- Pioneer Press

SUMMER 2026  


