
FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2026	 JOIN US AT MYVILLAGER.COM	 PAGE 13

ON THE TOWN

ON THE TOWN Briefly

By Anne Murphy

Taking on the role of artistic director 
at History Theatre could not have 
come at a better time for Laura 

Leffler. The theater is approaching its 
50th season in 2027, and Leffler views the 
milestone as an invitation to expand its 
legacy. Then there is the History Theatre’s 
upcoming production of Hungry Like the 
Wolf, which Leffler is directing. 

Leffler’s appointment was announced 
in February as rehearsals for Hungry Like 
the Wolf were getting 
underway. The play 
by Twin Cities actress 
Sandra Struthers 
addresses equal rights in 
the workplace. It opens a 
four-week run on March 
19 on the stage at 30 E. 
10th St.

Leffler had been 
History Theatre’s interim 
artistic director since 
last summer when her 
predecessor, Richard 
D. Thompson, stepped
down. She first went to 
work for History Theatre 
in 2022, producing and directing new and 
evolving plays in its annual Raw Stages 
Festival. That is where Hungry Like the 
Wolf was first read in the fall of 2024. 

After moving to the Twin Cities in 2006, 
Leffler founded the theater Umbrella 
Collective (formerly Savage Umbrella). 
She has also worked with Guthrie Theater, 
Theatre de la Jeune Lune, Children’s 
Theatre Company, the Playwrights’ Center 
and Park Square Theatre.

“I spent a lot of time learning, working 
with a lot of people at a lot of different 
levels, and it feels so good to be entrusted 
to lead this organization in a community 
I already love so much,” she said. “When I 
first read Hungry Like the Wolf, I was really 

drawn to it because of the way (Struthers) 
talks with a lot of authenticity about 
things that too often don’t get talked 
about.” 

The title is taken from a song by the 
1980s rock group Duran Duran. The 
at times irreverent comedy is centered 
around the 1977-79 strike by eight women 
who worked at Citizens National Bank in 
Willmar. The story is told from Struthers’ 
perspective as one who grew to appreciate 
the importance of the strike. While 
telling the Willmar Eight’s story, she also 

references a not-so-
successful film about the 
women and a star’s fight 
with McCarthyism. 

“The form of the play 
is really postmodern, 
flashing between 
subjects pretty quickly,” 
Leffler said. “There are 
a lot of different layers 
to the storytelling right 
from the beginning.” 

Struthers plays herself 
in the production. 
“Having the playwright 
in the cast is unusual,” 

Leffler said. “On the one hand, it’s 
wonderful because the playwright is 
always there and you can ask questions. 
On the other hand, we want to allow 
Sandra the space and time she needs to be 
a performer.”

It was the bravery of the Willmar Eight 
that inspired Struthers to write the play. 
“Then, when I found out there was a 
silly made-for-TV movie about the event 
and when I discovered that the maker of 
this movie was a Broadway star turned 
movie star turned director, I knew I had 
to write a show that included all of these 
elements,” she said. “I wanted to create a 
show where there is a conversation about 
how historical events impact our present 
lives. So I contextualize the strike in the 

trajectory of my own life in Minnesota.”
Hamline-Midway actress Jen Maren 

plays a myriad of characters in the play, 
including Glennis Ter Wisscha, one of 
the Willmar Eight. “I have the glorious 
challenge of playing a character as 
ridiculous and flighty as a character can 
be, and then in the end doing a 180 to 
become a character of thoughtful sage 
advice who delivers one of the play’s main 
themes of hope,” she said.

“For 10 years, I’ve been playing Marjorie 
Congdon in History Theatre’s Glensheen,” 
Maren said. “Sandra has been alongside 
me playing Marjorie’s sister Jennifer in 
that show. It has been a treat to be on 
stage with her and to watch her work on 
this script for almost the entirety of those 
10 years. She has honed and finessed this 
script. It’s funny, fast-paced, vulnerable, 
heartbreaking and kaleidoscopic.

“The play discusses really hard topics 
through the lens of comedy,” Maren 
added, “which is a brilliant way to get 
audiences to listen more openly to tough 
topics such as gender inequity, the 
gender pay gap, sexual assault, workplace 
misogyny and the experience of being 
female in our society.” 

East Side actress Jen Burleigh-Bentz also 
plays several roles in Hungry. “I’m lucky 
enough to be able to portray a few really 
iconic people, and that’s an amazingly fun 
challenge,” she said. “How often is one 
able to play a movie star turned director, a 
politician and the playwright’s mother in 
one show?

“The Willmar Eight were striking for 
equal treatment, equal pay, and we’re still 
working towards that today,” Burleigh-
Bentz said. “We’re seeing a resurgence 
of inequalities across the board — race, 
gender, class — so looking back to learn 
from history is a solid way to understand 
that we haven’t won yet.”

“I genuinely hope Hungry Like the 
Wolf is thought-provoking,” Struthers 
said. “I don’t want the show to provide 
answers as much as invite the audience 
to ask questions about how to exist in 
community cooperatively, how to show 
up for one another and how to understand 
our place in the world.”

Hungry Like the Wolf will be performed 
Thursdays through Sundays through 
April 12. For show times and tickets, visit 
historytheatre.com.

Director Laura Leffler and playwright and actress Sandra Struthers take a break between rehearsals for 
the History Theatre’s production of Hungry Like the Wolf, opening on March 19.  PHOTO BY BRAD STAUFFER

‘Hungry Like the Wolf’
Under new director Leffler, History 
Theatre looks back at Willmar Eight

“The Willmar Eight 
were striking for 
equal treatment, 
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still working towards 

that today. We’re 
seeing a resurgence 

of inequalities across 
the board.”

Books
SubText Bookstore, 6 W. Fifth St.,
will host Loretta Ellsworth and Anika 
Fajardo at the bookstore from 7-8 p.m. 
Monday, March 16, to discuss their latest 
novels, Ellsworth’s The Jilted Countess
and Fajardo’s The Many Mothers of
Dolores Moore. Kevin Fenton, author of
Cyan Magenta Yellow Black, will appear
in conversation with writer Maureen
Aitken from 7-8 p.m. Wednesday, March
18, at the University Club of Saint Paul, 
420 Summit Ave. Drew M. Ross, author
of Becoming the Twin Cities, will also
appear at the University Club for an event 
from 7-8 p.m. Thursday, March 19. Dave
Kamper, an historian and labor organizer
who wrote Who’s Got the Power?, is set 
to visit the book store from 7-8 p.m.
Tuesday, March 24. Dennis Staples, author
of Passing Through Prairie Country, will 
visit the University Club from 7-8 p.m.
Wednesday, March 25. All of the events are 
free. Visit subtextbooks.com/events.

Next Chapter Booksellers, 38 S. Snelling 
Ave., will host horror author Annie 
Neugebauer to launch her novel You Have 
to Let Them Bleed at 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 
17. Author and illustrator Carolyn Olson 
will lead a story time featuring her book
Pearl’s Garden at 10:45 a.m. Saturday, 
March 21. Visit nextchapterbooksellers.
com/events.

Red Balloon Bookshop, 891 Grand Ave., 
and Club Book are sponsoring a talk by
Pulitzer Prize finalist Lee Hawkins, author 
of I Am Nobody’s Slave: How Uncovering My 
Family’s History Set Me Free, from 2-4 p.m. 
Saturday, March 28, at Rondo Community
Library at the Hallie Q. Brown Community
Center, 270 N. Kent St. Visit clubbook.org/
portfolio-posts/lee-hawkins.

The Minnesota Book Awards will provide
an opportunity to meet the finalists of
this year’s awards from 10:15 a.m. to
3 p.m. Saturday, March 21, at George 
Latimer Central Library, 90 W. Fourth St.
Authors will participate in readings and
panel discussions. Admission is free. Visit

thefriends.org/event/meet-the-finalists-
of-the-2026-minnesota-book-awards.

Dance
Landmark Center hosts An Irish Day of
Dance with Irish Arts Minnesota from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, March 15. The event 
features performance and competition 
teams. Tickets are free for kids 5 and 
younger, $7 for youth and seniors 65 and 
older and $9 for general admission. Visit
landmarkcenter.org.

Choreographer Shamel Pitts and the arts
collective Tribe present the premiere of 
Marks of Red, a work of magical realism 
narrated by six women, at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, March 20, and Saturday, March
21, at the Walker Art Center, 725 Vineland 
Place in Minneapolis. Northrop and 
the art center commissioned the work. 
Tickets start at $25. Visit walkerart.org/
calendar/2026/shamel-pitts-tribe-marks-
of-red or northrop.umn.edu/upcoming-
events.

Contempo Physical Dance presents
Maharu at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 21,
at The O’Shaughnessy at Saint Catherine
University. The performance reimagines
the play Maharu , about Afro-Brazilian 
and Zambian folklore, as a contemporary 
dance adaptation. Tickets are $9.75 for 
Saint Kate’s students, $32.75 for other 
students and seniors, and $42.75 for
general admission. Visit oshag.stkate.edu/
events or call 651-690-6700.

Collide Theatrical Dance Co. presents
The Joy List Friday, March 27, through
Sunday, April 12, at The Luminary Arts
Center, 700 N. First St. in Minneapolis.
The production follows a young man 
who deals with the death of his mother
by following a list she helped him create
as a child. Tickets are $15-$60 and are 
available by calling 651-395-7903 or online
at collidetheatrical.org.

The Ordway Center for Performing Arts
hosts Chloé Arnold’s Syncopated Ladies Live! 
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